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PREFACE: 


HIS Hiſtory has no need of a 
Preface, but cuſtom requires all 
Books to have this. ornament in 


Courteous Reader, that you are to expect na 


key to the Names, no light concerning the 
Facts, nor the leaſt hints to enable you to 
gueſs at any thing more than your own know- 
ledge ſhall ſuggeſt. The Manuſcript was 


found the papers of a Gentleman 
| r 


care has been taken to cloath it in a tolerable 
ſtile, without leſſening the ſimplicity of the. 
Narration, or the force of the Sentiments. 
The whole breaths Love, Honour and Vir- 
tue. Let it depart with ſuch auſpicious o- 
mens, and owe its ſucceſs only to its merit. 


It muſt, however, he own'd that it will 


' have a double charm for Readers who have 


ſome knewledge of the principal Characters; 
but let them take care not to confound our = 
6 whom an in- 
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All ſamples of Turkiſh Erudition, which 
wou'd only. have deaden'd the narrati 
are every where carefully retrenclyd d; 

reign... Nkmes, which vou d“ adeflit- 12 "2 
Change, are render d by Engliſh ones; 
Seraglio is uſed inſtead of A which is 
the Name of private ; Mapket 
inſtead of Bazar, &c. This is done for 
the ſake of thoſe who are not familiar with 
of the Levant, 2 * = which, 
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HALL I not render myſelf ſuſ- 
peed by the confeffion with 
Which I ſet out? I am in love 

with the beautiful Greek whoſe 
EPA Hiſtory I am going to write. Who 

will think me ſincere in the recital 
of my pleaſures or my pains? Who will not 


miſtraſk my deſcriptions and my encomiums ? 


Will not „ paſſion change the 
nature of every thing which I ſee or do? Ina 


word, what truth can be expected from a pen 


which is guided by love? Theſe are reaſons which 
ſhou'd keep the Reader upon his guard. But a 
one will immediately conclude that I 


ſhou'd not have declared them with fo much 
frankneks, 


feb it again, a long while in lore; and I flatter | 
myſelf perhaps, even at preſent, with being more 
free than þ really am; from this fatal poiſon. Tot But 
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of my Readers. I was however eſteem' d : 


by fir & od » liſten'd to as a Father, 
as a Maſter, conſulted as a Friend. Wikes = =o 
turn for ſuch an affection as mine! And as ſome 
of its anguiſh ſtill hangs about me, can I be ſuſ- 
pected to draw too 


of my life. 
_ I was « 


with his Majeſty's affairs in a 
cuſtoms and i 


gain'd me many 


Ratner s the Coun, gains me my 


continued or abated. The taſte — 


; ten d their eſteem for me to ſuch a degree, 
that I found myſelf almoſt as free and familiar in 


a City in which I had hardly lived two. months, 


a portrait of the un- 
grateful Fair, who has been the conſtant plague 


of which 
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The Fair GRE ZXR. 9 
into a place, the deſeription of which is not ne- 
ceſſary to my deſign; tho I was fo much ffruck 
with the . and ceconomy of it, that I cou'd 
eaſily give a very circumſtantial one. | 
The Baſfſa's women, who were two and twenty 
in number, were all t in a hall appointed 
ſor their exerciſes. They were ſeparately employ'd, 
| ſome in painting of flowers, ſome in embroider- 
ing and other kinds of needle-work, according to 
their talents and inclinations, which they had the 
| liberty of following. Their cloaths ſeem'd to 


me to be the ſame; the colour of them at leaſt 


was uniform. But their head-dreſſes were diffe- 
rent, and ſuited, I found, to the air of their faces. 
A great number of Domeſtics of both ſexes, of 
whom however I obſerved that thoſe who appear'd 
to be of my own were eunuchs, ſtood in the cor- 
ners of the hall ready to obey their commands. 
But this croud of Slaves retired as ſoon as we en- 
ter d, and the two and twenty Ladies riſing up 
without going from their places, ſeem'd to wait 
for the orders of their Lord, or to learn the occa- 
ſion of a viſit at which they were evidently very 
much ſurpriſed. I view'd them all one after an- 
other: Their ages ſeem'd unequal; but as I did 
not obſerve any above thirty; ſo neither did I fee 
any ſo young as I expected, there being none wha 
were leſs than ſixteen or ſeventeen. 


Cheriber, that was the name of the Baſſa, or- 


 der'd them in a very courteous manner to come 
to him, and having told them in a few words who 
| I was, defir'd them to do ſomething for my amuſe- 
ment. They order'd ſeveral inſtruments to ba 


| brought, upon which ſome of them began to play, 

while others danced in a very graceful and eafy 

manner. This entertainment having laſted up- 

_ wards of an hour, the Baſia order'd ſomething to 
reireſh them, which * diſtributed in every par 
28878 * 


10 The Fair GR EEK. 
of the hall in which the Ladies had again taken 
their ſeveral places. I had not as yet had any oc- 
caſion to ſpeak. At laſt he aſked me my opinion 
of this gallant aſſembly; and taking occaſion from 
my complimenting him upon their charms, made 
many ſenſible reflections upon the power of edu- 


cation and cuſtom, which make the moſt lovely 
women obedient and eaſy in Turky, whit Fhear, 
fays he, that all other nations complain of the 


plies he, this is not more the character of our 

' women than of thoſe of other Countries. Of the 
two and twenty whom you ſee here, there are 
not four who are Turks by birth; moſt of them 

are Slaves whom I bought without diſtinction. 
And directing my eyes to one of the youngeſt and 
moſt amiable, that is a Greek, fays he, whom I 

Have not had above fix months, and know not out 
of wlioſe hands ſhe came. The charms of her 

_ perſon and mind engaged me to take her at a ven- 
ture, and you fee her as contented with her con- 
dition as her Companions. Conhdering however 
the extent and vivacity of her Genius, I ſome- 
times wonder that ſhe cou'd fo foon ſubmit to 
aur cuftoms, and can find no other reaſon for it 
but the force of example and uſe. You may talk 
with her a little, ſays he, and I ſhall be much 
miſtaken if you don't diſcover in her all the merit 
which among you raiſes women to the moſt ex- 
alted ſtations, and qualifies them for the moſt 
weighty affairs. cs TIT 
I went to her. Her genius inclined her to 
Painting; and ſeeming but little attentive to what 
was doing in the hall, ſhe had no ſooner left off 
dancing but ſhe reſumed her pencil. After ſome 
excuſes for the liberty I took of interrupting W . 
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his Slaves. 
eee devotion to the will of a Old 

ely girl who cou'd not be above fix- 
m'd to me much more-admirable than all 
e Baifa had told me of her. I thought I 
ber air as well as ber words, that 


1 


5 


ed by ſuch: great condeſcenſion and good- 
on'd with ſome concern the unhap-- 
f Chriſtian Countries : where the men, 


12 The Fair GARKRE. 
Companion of his life the virtues which are as it 


they are ſo r — BAD the 00> 
turns they deſerve. 

This converſation, in which I own the com- 
paſſion with which I was moved, gave the Fair 
Greek but few opportunities of anſwering me, 
was interrupted by Cheriber. He perceived per- 


haps the warmth with which I talk'd to his Slave; 


but as my heart did not reproach me with any 
breach of confidence, my air was perfectly free 


and unconcerned. His dafoourſe had not the leaſt Ry 


tincture of On the contrary, he pro- 
miſed. frequently to give me the ſame entertain» 
ment, provided I found any amuſement in it. 
2 des mers, pu Snag *p, » or ng 
days, with a view of preven uſpicion 
affecting an indifference 23 But mn; 
viſit which he made me to reproach me with my 
| Neglect, a Slave of his train gave a letter to my 
Valet de Chambre, which he deliver'd to me in 
the ſame cautious manner he received it. Having 
open'd it, I found it was written in Greek cha- 
raters which 3 did not 3 tho” — 
degun to learn the Language. I immediate 
for my Maſter, who paſſed for a very good Chri- 
ſtian, and defired him to explain it, pretending 
that it had fallen into my hands by chance. He 
tranſlated it for me, and I preſently found that it 
came from the young Greek with whom I had 
the converſation which I have mention'd in the 


Baſſa's 


conjured me by the efteem which I expreſs d for 
women who loved virtue, to uſe my intereſt to- 
66 


were thrown away upon the Turkiſh Ladies, ſince 


Seraglio ; but the contents of it were ſuch. 
as I cou'd not have expected. After ſome reflec- 
tions upon the wretchedneſs of her condition, ſhe 
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Sas barry frog ney wg The 
_ deference which Cheriber paid to his rank, indu- 
| ced him toaecept of eaſier terms than I cou'd have 


fame day that I might have her, "and that the 


The Far Ga x. 13 
I had conceived no ſentiments for her but thoſe 
of admiration, which were the natural tribute of 


her charms ; and according to the rules which I 
had laid down for my conduct, nothing was ſo 


_ contrary to my intentions as the engaging in an 


adventure, for which I reaſonably expect 
more pain than pleaſure. I did not doubt but 
that the young Slave, charmed with the picture 


which I had drawn in a few words of the 


LENIN with living in a 
Seraglio ; and in me all the diſpo- 
e 
deſirous of drawing me into an intrigue: And re- 


flecting upon the danger of the enterprize, I was 


the more confirm'd in my firſt reſolution. My 


natural deſire however of obliging an amiable wo- 


man, whoſe condition I fuppofed to be very 


wretched, put me upon thinking whether it was 
impoſſible to procure her liberty by honourable 


methods, I t of trying one which would 
exerciſe my generoſity only, and that was to pay 


the price of her ranſom ; but the affair of affront- 


ing the Baſſa by ſuch an ofter, made me heſitate 


about it, I 3 a ſcheme at laſt which fa- 
_ tisfied all my ſcruples. Being intimately. acquain- 
ted with the Selictar, who is one of the moſt im- 
portant perſons of the empire, I reſolved to ac- 


quaint him with the defire I had of buying a 


Slave which belong d to Bac, Cherider, and to 


The Selictar ſent me word the v 
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ney to fo a purpoſe ; but being near obtain- 
228 — ſo earneſtly defired, I began to 
condr what Iſt do wich thi young Shave, and „ 
what cou'd be her views in quitting the Seraglio. 

Does ſhe deſign to i S 222 
mx houſe as her home ? She is E 2 
to deſerve that ſome care ſhou'd be taken 
of her ; but, beſides the decorum-which I am 0- 
bliged to obſerve with-r my Domeſtics, is 5 
it poſſible that the Baſla fl n later | 

learn where ſhe is, — nat thaw me nane- 
the rock which 1 thought I had avoided ? This 
thought made me fo cool in the affair, that 
the Selictar next day, I diſcover'd to him ſome 


Baſſa too much uneaſineſs; "ns 1 took my Þ 
leave of him without mentioning one word | 
about. ſending him. the thouſand crowns, iv 
order to make a viſit to Cheriber. Divid- | 
ed all at once between my deſire of ſerving the 
Slave, the difficulties in which I might involve 
myſelf by doing it, and the appr of cha- 
_ grining my friend, I ſhou'd have been glad of an 
pretence to have been handſomely quit of the 
- fair ; and I conſider d whether it wou'd not be 
my beſt way to make a frank confeſſion of the 
whole matter to the Baſſa himſelf, in order to diſ- 
cover whether the facrifice which I as it were obli- 
ged him to make, wou'd not colt him too much 
uneaſineſs. I thought why cart for my friend ſo | 
reaſonable "— that _ for the ſake of 1 
it diſpenſe with eratifyi caprice of a wo- 7 
man. My viſit was rery agreeable to Cheriber 3 N 
and his chearfulneſs mi of preventing | 
my making the diſcovery for which 1 was prepar- 
&, Ti ein d edu nge 1 
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that he had leſſen'd the number of his Slaves, by 
ſelling his Fair Greek to the Selictar. He appear d 


ſo ealy in relating the affair, that formi 


a judg- 
ment of his thoughts by his words, I concluded he 
was not much concerned at his loſs. I alſo found 
afterwards that he had no great inclination for wo- 


men, that deſires of this kind at his time of life 


gave him very little diſturbance, and that the ex- 
pence he was at in his Seraglio was rather = gr 
ty his vanity than any other paſſion. Theſe ob- 
ſervations having removed my ſcruples, I laid aſide 
all thoughts of acquainting him with them, and 


ſuffer d him to enjoy the ſatisfaction of obliging 


the Sclictar, and of OY a juſt title to his ac- 
knowledements. 


Having invited me: "to ſpend a little time in his 
Seraglio, he ſeem'd to me to be at a loſs how to 


break the matter to his Slave: She knows not, 
ſays he, that ſhe is going to change her Maſter , 
and after the many teſtimonies which I have given 
her of my affection, it will vex her pride to fee 


me ſo eaſily conſent to give her up to another. 
You ſhall be a witneſs, adds he, of the manner 
of our parting; for I am going to ſee her for the 


Laſt time, having told the Selictar that he may 
| ſend for her whenever he pleaſes. I foreſaw that 
this ſcene would not be unpleaſant to me, tho? 
from different motives from thoſe which made the 
Baſſa fear it would be diſagreeable to him. Not 


having ventured to anſwer her letter, I expected 


chat he would be concerned to find that ſhe was 
to be a Slave in the Selictar's Seraglio. What a 


to hear this in my preſence, and not 


ö — her reſentment by complaining | She 
came to me twice, and aſked me for an anſwer to 


her letter; but my only reply was, that ſhe ſhou'd 


have no cauſe to repent of her good opinion of 


16 The Fair Gx EIK. 
me, and that I would ſerve her with all the zeał 
The Baſſa inſtead of leading me into the hall, 
ſent for his Slave into a cloſet, to which he or- 
der'd that no body elſe ſhou'd be admitted. The 
perturbation of her ſoul was evident to me from 
n with which ſhe approached us. 
cou'd not ſee me with her Patron without 
ing herſelf that I approved of her deſign, 


1 


FL 


| he, m 
all into | 
bled by his riches and prompted by his inclination, 


to make the lives of all women happy who have 
the fortune to gain any aſcendant over him. 
And then he named the Selictar. Her trembling 
Jooks and the grief which 1 i diffuſed it- 
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e his affection. 


he gave 


heart was | 


paſhon for Cheriber's Slave, and that he was the 
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ö a ſecond time, that I ſhou d even preſs you to ac- 


De Fair Ga EEK. 19 


{ that my viſit gave him ſome confuſion, He an- 


fwer'd the queſtions I had aſk'd him; and then 
embracing me with more fondneſs than I thought 
was natural in a man of his temper, he conjured 
me to recollect what I had told him laſt night in 


terms which left him no room to queſtion my be- 


ing in earneſt. He waited till 1 had confirmed 


'what I had faid to him before; and then embrac- 


ing me again with an air of more frankneſs and 
gatety, told me that he had conceived a violent 


after the 
as there was nothing in it contrary to the rules 
honour: and friendſhip, I did not complain ; 

the motives which firſt inclined me to ſerve 
fair Shve, made me abhor the thoughts of gi- 


2 


4 


ving her another Maſter contrary to her own m- 
clination: And this was the only difficul i 


ly hy aſide all my deſigns, and 
om ſuffering you to aſk for her 


5 cept 


= 
£ 


TÞ 
A 


Pr 


20 | he Fair Guru mn; 


.cept of her; but I know that ſhe would look | 


upon a return to a 


Seraglio 2s the greateſt 


upe evil | 
which could befal her, and this is the only rea- 
ſon that induced me to intereſt myſelf in her af- 


fairs. Here he cou'd not help having recourſe 
to the principles of his country. Muſt we conſult, 


ſays he, the inclinations of a Slave? I immediate- | 


ly robb'd him of his pretence. Don't call her a 
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Friebe 
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Tri- | 
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an 

may here find 

you, and in an affluence of all.th 
may in vain ſeek for in all other parts 
Id. The Selictar, who approved of what I 


7 
8 


ſaid and thought my proceedings very fair, was | 
He call'd his Prophet to witneſs 
U g 


but of furniſhing her with arms to defend herſelf 
| appre- 
hend any from ſuch a man as the Selictar, yet this 


{ ſures with their Slaves, have a great regard for | 


 fluenced by your fears of e body elle ; 
for you are no * a Slave, and freely 


* YT my right and title to your perfon and 


| wards women that are free. Whatever tranſports 
ol joy therefore my declaration gave her, her firſt 


1 ſhe 


conduct her duty oblige ber t obſerve, af- | 
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ed her, and of the number of Slaves which the 
ſhou'd have to attend her. She heard his propo- 
but had fully apprehended the drift of fine. 
defign to make me happy, ſays ſhe, addreſ- 
herſelf to me, you muſt put it in my pow- 
er to be ſo. This anſwer leaving me no room to 
of her inclination, I thought of 


violence; for tho* I did not much 


precaution did not for many reaſons ſeem to me to 
be needleſs. The Turks, tho' they keep no mea- 


women that are free, 222 of 
ſheltering her from the dangers of her condition, | 
follow your inclinations, faid I, and don't be in- _—_ 


give 


She very well knew how the Turks behaved t -- 


— fankthe "b the change if her conic; 
thought ſuitable to the ti- 
on, TI admir'd the graceful modeſty which im- 
mediately diffuſed itſelf all over her face. She 
was leſs ſollieitous to make her ackno ts 
to me, than to- let the Selictar un 


ter the benefit which I had confer' q upon her. 
He dus himſeff compell d to own' the reaſdnable- 
neſs of her behaviour, and expr his reſent- 
ment oniy by his ſilence, feented-in ned to grant 
hey the liberty which ſhe defired of leaving him. 1 
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ther muſt have been after I left bim. His pru- 
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26 The Fair GR EE k. 
fortune, appeared to me in no other light. The 
ſplendor of the women of his Seraglio, and the 
bappy manner in which I was told they lived, ex- 
cited my impatience. But the Governor was ſo 
far advanced in years, that my father fearing the 
advantages which had drawn him to Patras, and 
which he then received, wou'd not be for 2 
n to repent of an engagement, the fruits 
n be of ſo ſhort a continu- 
ance. 11414 his thoughts 
to me; but having nothing to from 
the principles in which J had been educated, he 


vernor's ſon, who had already — a 
inclination to women, and made him the — 
opoſals as his father had agreed to. I was 
ſhow'd to this young Gentleman, and he con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for me. But being more 
impatient than his father, and inſiſting that the 
time of their agreement hou'd be ſhorten'd, 1 
was deliver'd up to him at an age when I did 
not know the difference of the Sexes. 


A taſte of pleaſure, you ſee, cou'd no ways be } 


the cauſe. of my misfortunes, and I may rather 
be ſaid to have been born in theſe irregularities | 


than to have fallen into them. It is not ftrange | 
therefore that I never knew either ſhame or re- 


morſe on their account. As to any deſires of an 
amorous kind, I was a perfect ſtranger to them 

my commerce with this y young Turk, 
which ed till the time which the Governor 
| had appointed for taking me himſelf. His fon, 
my father, and the Slave who had the care of my 
education, were all equally confounded ; but I 
was far from being ſo, tho“ I thought that the 
Governor had the beſt title to me. He was 


haughty and cruel ; _ ay 


luckily depended upon his + death was in a great 
| = 
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lexity. But being at laſt overcome by his 
fears, he reſolved to run away with me, without 


faying any thing to the ſlave or the young Turk. 
He 


was unfortunate in his attempt, and we were 


both ſeized before we reached the gates of the 


City ; but not being a Slave, his endeaveur to eſ- 
cape was not a crime for which he was liable to 
be puniſhed. The Governor was however in a 


great paſſion with him, and reproached him with 


his flight and the benefits he had confer'd 


him as kinds of treachery and theft. I was that 
very day ſhut up in his Seraglio, and was told at 


night that I ſhou'd have the honour of being en- 


roll'd among my Maſter's women. I look'd 
upon this as a great favour, and not c 


Conditions. 


Being prepar d for the honour which was to be ; 
confer'd upon me, I was at night conducted to 
the Governor's apartment, who receiv'd me with 


great complaiſance and tokens of endearment. 
At the fame inftant word was brought him that 


his ſon was very earneſt to ſee him, and that 


his buſineſs was ſo urgent that it cou'd not be put 
off *till the morning. He was introduced, and 
every body but me order'd to retire. They went 
into an inner room, where they were ſome time 


I heard ſome very high words, which 


-were follow'd by a noiſe that began to alarm 


me. The ſon ruſhing out with an affrighted 


air, came to me, took me by the hand, and 
entreated me to fly. But afterwards reco 
no doubt what he had to fear from the Domeſtics, 


he went away alone, deceived them by 4 
pretended orders of his father, and left me in the 
condition he found me, trembling with appre- 


henſan, and not daring 1 * 


omprehend- 
ing the reaſons of my father's flight, was ſurpri- 
ſed that he ſhou'd all at once defre to change our 
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veral young men with whom I ſhou'd not have 
deen unwilling to have enter'd into ſuch a fami- 
liarity. Paternal authority however was too hea- 
vy a yoke for me to reſiſt ; and I was as it were 
forced to comply with his defire. We arrived at 


Conſtantinople ; and I ſpent the firſt two or 


the manners and ac- 
which render women agreeable, 


did not perceive that he was follow'd by 


4 
11 


whom he ſeem' d know; for he was ſtruck 
i ö of him, and re- 
very di- 


THE 
288 


myſelf, I co- 


ver' d my head with a veil, and follow'd. them at 
a diſtance; and as cauſes are tried publickly, 
found but little difficulty in getting near enough 
td hear what was alledged 41 and the 
ſentence which immediately follow'd his confeſſi- 
| on. He was Charged with ſeducing the wife of a 
Steck Lord whoſe Reward he was, with running 


AWay 


Who watch'd him into the houſe, and then 
in af furiouſly 
room. 


a 


4 


| 
[ 
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of two years old 


IE 
her and with robbing 


the ſame time of every thing which 
in the houſe that was moſt valuable. 


away with 
whom. ſhe 


— 
ing able to deny his crimes, he only en- 
ed to excuſe them, by calling Heaven to 
he only yielded to the importunities 
y, that ſhe alone was guilty of the rob- 
„and that he had not made the leaſt advan- 
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a good 
that I cou'd 


houſe, 1 


ſ a great —_ the door ; and enquiring 
the occaſion of it, was told what I knew but 


too well before, with this addition, that 
father's effects were ſeized : For the 

minals it ſeems according to the cuſtom 
City, are all forfeited as foon as the ſentence of 
their death is pronounced. This was ſuch an 
addition to my ſorrows, that not being able to 


conceal myſelf, I conjured a Turkiſh woman to 
have ſome compaſſi 


of the Greek who had been juſt condemned to 


die. She lifted up my veil to obſerve my coun- 


B34 tenange, 


Bünz 19 8 Rinteln ai 
1 f coping 


ITE 
1 


e 11 
3 1 15 A fe 


— 


- 


every 
Whatever 
of 


them 


turn make them 
1 
comprehenſible in the 


8 
. 


171 


empite over 


8 


: 


8. 


— that all his views were ee 


1 37 
t 


THR 


po path 


WE 


I 
- 


E 


a 
= 
i 
Pee 


IT 


Pe. 


TH. 


i 


1117 1 


conduct. 


ſelf up to her 


He has 


but he handſomeſt of them is much 


on, 


ſhe, who is paſſionate« 


I, fond of women, and who denies them 
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he lived, and concluded with te 
ought not to queſtion: the teſtimony of-her and 


her huſband, fince they had both been long em- 


ploy'd in his ſervice, and were daily aſtoniſhed at 
the bleſſings which their Prophet ſhower'd down 

on ſo worthy a man. e | 
She finiſh'd this picture with a great deal of art; 
and I was the rather inclined to like it, becauſe 


ſhe had prevented and ſpared me the pain and con- 


fuſion of communicating my deſign to her. But 
I found only half of what I aim'd at, in the Lover 
ſhe propoſed : My father had always taught me to 


name of a Merchant ſuited ill with my pride. I 
made this objection to my Hoſts, who were. ſo far 


from allowing it to be a reaſonable one, that they 


inſiſted the more on my accepting the offers which 


were made me, and ſeem'd at laſt to be greatly 


affronted by my ſcruples and reſiſtance. I per- 
ceived that what they affected to leave to my 
choice, had been ſettled and agreed cn before be- 
_ tween themſelves, and perhaps with the Merchant 
alſo in whoſe nme they acted. This made me 
the more averſe from their propoſal ; but diffem- 


bling my diſpleaſure, I defired *till next morning 


to determine. The reflections which I made 


during the reſt of the day having encreaſed my 


reluctance, I thought at night of a project which 
you would attribute to deſpair, were I not to aſſure 
you that I reſolved upon it with great tranquillity. 


J left their houſe in the fame condition in which 


I firſt came to it, and rambled all alone up and 


down the ftreets of Conftantinople, with the ex- 
travagant deſign of applying to ſome perſon of 
diſtinction to take care of my fortune. Aus 


he will do more for you than for all the vehers; 
She expatiated very much on the affluence in which. 
ling me, that E 


aſpire to elevation of rank as well as riches. The 


As ſoon as I imagined that my Hoſts were aſleep, 
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which was concerted fo ill, cou d ſucceed 
well. nr bog ph vl morn- 


RG bility 


out 22 1 when the day TEST 


no body in the ſtreets from ie 
more aſſiſtance than from thoſe I had forſaken. 
Tho I cov'd eaſily diſtinguiſh 7 of the 
1 uy I faw no probability of gaining admiſ- 
y timorouſneſs with which I had ſo 
on ug, at length the better of 
5 8 more wretched than 1 
| , pea. the death of my father. I 
ſhou'd have returned from whence I came, had it 
been poſſible for me to have found my way thither. 
Being now fully convinced of my folly, I was 
terribly frighten'd, and look d upon my ruin as 
inevitable. 
I was as ignorant all this while of the evils which 
_ threaten'd me, as of the means of procuring the 
condition I fought after. My fears had no fixt 
object, and hunger, with which I began to be 
ſorely oppreſt, was at preſent my greateſt calamity, 
Chince, which was my only guide, having led 
me to the Slave-Market, I aſked who a troop of 
women, whom I ſaw drawn up in a rank under an 
arch, were. I was no ſooner told for what they 
were deſigned, but I look'd upon this as a very 


lucky opportunity for me. I went to them, and 


taking my poſt at one end of their line, flatter'd 
| myſelf if I had the perfections of which my father 
had fo often boaſted, that I ſhou'd not be long 
without being taken notice of. As the faces of 
all my Companions were veiPd, I did not imme- 
dil gratify the deſire which I had of ſhowi 
be Market was now begun; and I cou'd . 
ot for ſeveral perſons buſy in viewing women 


\who feem'd to me of very little value, without 
being 


* GIII X. 
t to liſt up my veil. No body 


os that was 2 Stranger in the troop, or 
— which me thither. 
Nee my face, the ſſ amaa d 


youth and perſon, all flock d about me. I 
ons few enquiring on all fides to whom I be- 
Ionged,. and the Shve-Merchants themſelves were 
fed and a4 the foe quetiice And as no 
we, I told them I wan to be fold, and alk d, in 
my turn, who they were who were willing to 
purchaſe me. So ex an adventure drew 
a ſtill greater crowd about me. The Merchants 
as well as others offer d me terms, which I diſ— 
dain'd, Some anſwer'd my queſtions concerning 
their name, rank and Af which not fatis- 
 Hing my ambition, FT . perſiſted to reje their 
_ _ offers. Another accident greatly enereaſed the 
aſtoniſhment of my admirers. I ſaw at a diſtance 
2 woman who had ſomething to eat, and being 
cruelly pinch'd by hunger, ran to her, and con- 
jured her to relieve my urgent neceſſity. She 
granted my requeſt, and I devoured the food ſhe 
gave me with a greedineſs which ſurpriſed all who 
ſiw it. I beheld compaſſion in ſome, curiofity in 
others, and looks of love and deſire in the faces 
of almoſt all the men. Theſe impreſſions which 
I. fancied I difcover'd, ſupported the opinion 
which I had of myſelf, and perſuaded me that this 
ſcene would end to my advantage. 

After a thouſand queſtions which I refuſed to 
anſwer, the crowd gave way to a man, who as he 
was going by had enquired the occaſion of it, and 
was coming to ſatisfy his curioſity. Though the 

reſpect which was ſhown him, diſpoſed me to re- 
ceive him with more complaiſance, yet I did not 
vouchſafe to reply to the queſtions he aſked me, 
till I had bam from his on mouth that he ; 4 
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what were my views, and by what accident a 
12 as by my dreſs he perceived me to 


3 
own diff 


an — of the ſervice which he was i 


the firſt rank in his eſteem, and he inſtructed me 
before-hand in the methods I muſt take to pleaſe 
him. And having indeed prejudiced him in my 
favour, my firſt reception fell very little ſhort of 
my moſt raiſed ideas. I was ſettled in an apart- 
ment as magnificent as any of thoſe which you ſaw 
there, and paſſed ſeveral days alone, to receive 
the inſtructions which were to fit me for my ſta- 
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tion. And all this time, in which I had the plea- 
ſure of being attended with the greateſt aſſiduity, | 
and of being gratified in all my deſires and even 
my moſt extravagant whimſies, I was really as | 
happy as any chimerical bleſſings cou'd render me. | 
My ſatisfaction was even encreaſed, when aftera | 
fortnight's preparation, the Baſſa told me that he 
thought me more amiable than all his other | 
women, and added to the favours I had already re- | 
ceived ſuch a profuſion of new ones as glutted my $ 
utmoſt wiſhes. Age had made him moderate in 
his deſires, but he viſited me regularly ſeveral 
times a day; and my vivacity and the Chearful air 
which diſcover'd itſelf in all I f:id or did, ſeem'd 
to amuſe him. This. ſituation, in which I lived 
ſome months, was without doubt the happieſt of 
my whole life. But I inſenſibly grew too familiar 
with the things which charmed me fo much at firſt, 
and quickly loſt all. reliſh of a happineſs with 
which my ſenſes were no longer affected. My 
pride was not only not ſooth'd with the readineſs. 
4 with which I was obey'd, but I had nothing left 
| to command. The ſplendor of my apartment, 
| the profuſion and luſtre of my jewels, and the- 
ſumptuouſneſs of my apparel, wore no longer the 
muſwe forms in which I firft beheld them. In a 
thouſand uneaſy moments in which I was a burden 
to myſelf, I addreſs'd myſelf to every thing that 
| ſurrounded me: Make me happy faid I to my 
gold and jewels, but they were deaf and anſwer' d 
me not. I knew not what was the matter with 


me, and fancied myſelf _ by ſome diſeaſe 

to which I was a ftranger. I imparted my thoughts 

to the Baſſa, who had obſerved the . of 

my temper. I had diſcover'd a paſſion for Paint- 

ing, and was conſtantly attended. by a Maſter to 
teach me that art; but I paſt however ſome part 

of every day alone. And the Baſſa imagining 
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that this might be the occaſion of my melancholy, 
made me a propoſal of entering into the common 
apartment of the women, from whom I had been 
ſeparated only 5 of diſtinction. The no- 
velty of this quicken'd my ſenſes a little: I was 
diverted' by their dancing and little parties of 
pleaſure, and flatter'd myſelf as we were in the 
fame circumſtances, that there might be a ſimili- 
tude in our complexions and inclinations. ey 
were not very ready to be acquainted with me, 
and I was ſoon diſguſted with their company; 
their deſires being low and grovelling, and not at 
all correſpondent with mine tho I hardly knew 
what they were. In this ſociety I lived near four 
months, without at all concerning myſelf with 

the tranſactions of it; faithful to my Maſter, en- 

deavouring to offend no body, and more beloved 

dy my Companions than I defired to be. The 
Baſſa, without being more remiſs in his care of 
his Seraglio, began to loſe the inclination which 
had in ſo particular a manner attached him to me, 
This wou'd have given me great uneaſineſs at firſt, 
but as if my paſſions had changed with my hu- 
mecur, I now beheld his coldneſs with equal in- 
difference. I fell fometimes into fits of muſing 
and penſiveneſs, of which I remember'd nothing 
when I came to myſelf. My deſires, methought, 
were more extenſive than my ideas, and my foul 
feem'd to thirſt after I knew not what. I aſk'q 
myſelf here, as I had done in my ſeparate apart- 
ment, why I was wretched in the poſſeſſion of all 
I had wiſhed for? Or whether in a place in which 
J had imagined that all bleſſings were collected to- 
gether, there might not be ſome untaſted bliſs, 
capable of diſſipating my clouds of grief and me- 
ancholy. You ſaw me amuſing myſelf with my 
pencil; 'tis the only pleaſure of which I had any 
reliſh left; And even this, tho . 
| Waal 


pi 
—_ me in what it conſiſted, and w. 
men did to contribute to it. The names of Vir- 
tue, Honour, and Prudence, of which, from your 
bare mentioning of them, I form'd an idea, were 
in a moment as deeply rooted in my mind, 
as tho' they had been always familiar to 
me. I liſtened with the greateſt eagerneſs to every 
thing you ſaid, and never interrupted you by my 
| — becauſe my own heart inſtantly bore 
witneſs to the truth of all you utter d. Cheriber 
put an end to this raviſhing diſcourſe ; but I did 
not loſe a ſingle ſy llable of it: as ſoon as you was 
__ recollected even its minuteſt circum- 
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who don't eſteem beauty as the only merit of 2 


opportunity 
od. fon hg 1 


deſires ſufficient to give me an high idea of the 


} + things which occaſion'd ſuch emotions. I ſhou'd 
not have paufed a moment about quitting the Se- 
raglio, had it been poſlble for me to get out. 4 


1 I ſhou'd at any ti 
condition, that no body could detain me 
my will. I ſuppoſed therefore that I had 


the Su „ Who had the care of repairing 
the Seraglio, I reſolved firſt of all to diſcloſe my 
mind to him. He had kept his word with me; I 


wes fuk? with hi cove and firvices, a3 6s. 
a Ine Gat be was AP: as ready to oblige 


ſhou'd have -_ for you in w_ part of the 


to do but to make my caſe Rn 
But as I had ſometimes an opportunity of ſeeing 


. 
; 
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42 
that he had | 
plainly perceived that he had betray'd me ; but 
the violence of my grief did not however hinder 
me from conſidering that reproaches and com- 
plaints would be to no purpoſe, I entreated him 
with tears in my eyes to do me juſtice. But he 
uſed me in a rougher manner than he had ever 


done before; and aſſuring me that I was inevita- | 


bly a Slave for the reſt of my life, adviſed me fle- 
ver to talk in this manner again, unleſs I deſired 
that his Maſter ſhou'd be informed of it. 


The clouds which had hitherto veibd the 


wretchedneſs of my fate, were now entirely va- 
niſh'd, My reaſon had, I know not how, ac- 
quired more ſtrength from the ſhort converſation 


which I had with you, than from all the exerciſe 


I had given it from my infancy to that time. 1 


| was ſo heartily aſham'd of the former part of 
life, that I did not dare fo much as to look back 


upon it; and the principles which you had ſown 


in my heart, render'd me as it were a new crea- 


— and furniſhed me with an infinite number of 


reflections which made me ſee every thing with o- 
ther eyes., In this cruel ſituation I found myſelf 
poſſeſs d of ſurpriſing courage; and being more 


determined than ever to open the gates of my 


| priſon, I thought it adviſcble to 2 
methods of art and prudence before J had recourſe 
to thoſe of deſpair. That of diſcovering my de- 

ſigns to the Baſſa ſeem'd to me to be the moſt 
dangerous. It would have expoſed me to his diſ- 
pleaſure and to the malice of his Superintendant, 


and have made all other ways more. cult It 


came into my head to apply to you ; to whom all 
the alteration which I found in myſelf was entire 
y owing, and from whom it muſt receive its per- 
fection. I flattered myſelf as you was a little 
_ prepoſiefs'd. in my g 


me of a Slave Merchant. L. 
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my diſlike of it. 
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ſuſe me your aſſiſtance. My only difficulty was 
how to make you ſenſible of my need of it. I 
ventured to found a Slave, who had been always 


very aſſiduous in attending me. She was as zeal- | 
dus as I cou'd deſire to ſerve me, but as much a 
| priſoner as myſelf, and it would have been crimi- 


nal in her to have went out of the Seraglio. All 
therefore which ſhe could do was to offer me the 
aſſiſtance of her brother, who was in the ſervice 
of the Baſſa. I reſolved to run the the risk of ac- 
cepting it, and gave my Slave the letter which you 


1 doubt not received, ſince you could have no o- 
ther motive to procure my liberty. But this ſtep 


plunged me into a new difficulty for ſome days, 


One of my Companions, gueffing by the anxiety 
of my looks that I had ſome very extraordinary 


| affair in hand, watched me ſo narrowly, that the 


faw me write and deliver my letter to the Slave, 


She ſoon found an opportunity of talking to me a= 
lone; and telling me what ſhe had ſeen and that I 
was abſolutely in her power, he in her turn en- 
truſted me with an intrigue, in which ſhe had 
been for ſome weeks engaged. She entertained a 

prong Fr, who raſhly ventured his life to viſit 
. He uſed to get along the top of the Sera- 


till he was directly over her window, and to 


10 
þ ror by means of a ladder of ropes. Tho'l 


had a communication with the other women of 


the Baſſa, yet I ftill kept my firſt apartment to 
myſelf. The. fituation of it ſeem'd more com» 
modious for the. intrigue of my artful Compani- 
on; and what ſhe defired of me was to conceal 

her Lover there for ſome days, where ſhe might 
. | _ 


This propoſition greatly alarm'd me,. but my 


betray'd obliged me not to ſhow 


did 


; 
| 
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not make it ſafe for me to deny her; ſor 1 
re and 


8 the thought proper 


to impoſe upon me, and her Lover was introdu- 
ced the next night. 009 Ge, to deceive.the 
Slaves who attended me, to quit my bed while 
1 aſleep, and to conduct the Turk into | 
1 of which I had al the key. This 
was the place in which m ; Companion propoſed 

to entertain him in the day time. It required. 

ſome dexterity to ſhun the eyes of a great number 
of women and Slaves ; but as the io was 
very ſecure, they were not much alarmed at 
miffing us now and then, and its numerous apart- 
| —: ao 


De 
for a monent or two by the light of a wan- candle, 
lad conceived the fame ſentiments for me which 
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23 n helping 
him to get out of the window, ſhe cruelly threw 
him down, and he was kilPd by his fall. She 
| herſelf inform'd me the next day of the barba- 
rous manner in which ſhe had revenged her in- 


7""the 4d nec confider tat he had drawn his rope 
ladder after him, and that this and the unhappy 
condition he was in, would preſently diſcover the 
nature of his enterprize. But it was not however 


was not the leſs on this account, and the effects 
of it immediately reach'd the Seraglio. He him- 
ſelf queſtion'd all his women, and order'd all 
| ſuſpected places to be ſearched ; but no diſcovery 
was made, and I was aſtoniſhed at the great com- 
ary and tranquillity with which my Comrade 

held the ſtorm ſhe had raiſed. The Superin- 


a gh . 
. * — 


willingly in this 


tion. 


made any impreſſion upon you. 
was doubtful. I am at preſent however happily 
convinced by experience that you condeſcended to 
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to the Superintendant that I was endeavouring to 
obtain my liberty by means which the Baſſa him- 
ſelf would approve ; and I aſſured him that TI 
would no longer inſiſt on it as my right, nor think 


of obtaining it but as a Slave, and at the price 


which the Baffa ſhould demand for it. He aſked 
me to whom I had applied, and I was obliged ts 
tell him to you. My fincerity was the means of 
concealing the intrigue of my Companion ; and 
the Superintendant ſeeming to be pleaſed with 
what I had told him, aſſured me that he would 


His good nature ſurpriſed as much as his rigor 


had terrified me, and I am ſtill ignorant of the 


motives of it. But being overjoy'd at ſecing fo 
great an obſtacle removed out of my way, I ſent 
ſeveral times to you to know if = prayers had 

Your anfwer 


think of a miſerable Slave, and that I owe m 


liberty to the moſt generous of all mankind. 


If the Reader has made but a few of the re- 


flections in peruſing this relation which I did in 
hearing it, he will naturally expect thoſe which 
follow. I found the Genius of this you 


Greek did not fall ſhort of the deſcription which 


Cheriber kad given me of it. I was even afto- 
niſhed, as Nature had been her only Tutor, at 
her ranging her adventures in ſo much order, and 


that ſhe ſhou'd, in her account of her contempla- 


tions and muſings, give ſuch a Philoſophical turn 
to the greateſt part of her ideas. and - nod 

_ | explainingthem was very judicious, and tis impoſ- 
ſible to ſuſpect that ſhe borrow'd them of others, 


in a Country where ſubjects of this kind are ve- 


x; rarely ſtudied. I concluded therefore that I 
* | diſcover d 


ape contribute to my ſatisfac- 
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Giſcover'd in her a very ſtrong and fruitful Genius, 


which being accompanied by a very ftriking per- 
ſon, wou'd without doubt render her a very ex- 


traordinary woman. There was nothing in her 


ſtory that ſeem'd at all improbable to me; for in 
the few months which I had deen at Conſtantino- 
ple, I had daily heard ſtranger adventures of Slaves 
of her ſex, and the ſequel of this Hiſtory will fur- 
niſh the Reader with ſeveral. Neither was I ſur- 
priſed at the account which ſhe gave of her edu- 
cution. All the Provinces of Turky abound 
with infamous —_ who train up their daugh- 
and have no other trades to 


live by, nor any other hopes of advancing their 


fortune. 
But when I confider'd the impreſſions which he 


pretended to have received from a momentary 


converſation, and the motives ſhe might have of 
wihing to be obliged to me for her liberty; T 
cou'd not eaſily believe that the ſimplicity and in- 


nocence of her air and behaviour were not aſſu- 
meld to ſerve her deſigns. The more I perceived 
of acuteneſs and wit, the more I was ſuſpicious 


of artifice ; and the pains ſhe ſeveral times took 
to make me obſerve her ſimplicity, was the very 


thing that made me ſuſpect her. The fincerity 


of the Greeks is as much a proverb now as former- 
| The moſt favourable conſtruction therefore 
which I cou'd put upon her behaviour was, that 


being weary of a Seraglio, and charmed with the 


proſpect of a life of greater freedom, ſhe wanted 
to quit Cheriber only to change her condition ; 
and that ſhe deſired to inſpire me with ſentiments 
of affection, and imagined ſhe attacked me in the 
weakeft part, in making this uſe of my converſa- 
tion with her. If I believed that there was any 


truth in her deſcriptions of the great emotions of 
| her heart and * eaſy to align the 


cauſe 
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IL was very defirous to hear what ſhe 


9 
deſign'd to 


hearing me; I renew'd the offers of m 
ſervice when I went away, and aſſured her, as 


familiar to women in all the ttries of the 


50 The Fair GR EEK. 
make that a matter of diſguſt, which were it un- 
known wou' d not be ſo? Do not blemiſhes of this 
kind very foon wear out, - eſpecially in girls of her 
age? Beſides, what appeared molt eredible in her 
ſtory, was that ſhe had hitherto been a ſtranger to 
all amorous deſires. She is hardly ſixteen. Che- 
Fiber was incapable of inſpiring her with them, 
and ſhe was too young to be ſenſible. of them 
when ſhe lived at Patras, even tho' ſhe were not 

ſo averſe from the Governor's ſon as ſhe pre- 

tends, I made many more reflections of this 
kind, fancied there would be a world of pleaſure 
in teaching her the firſt rudiments of Love, and 
her 


That I had already been Th thought fleneed er 


2 * 
quite different * from what r was 1 
and if I did not propoſe to finiſh 
the affair, 1 reſolved at leaſt to take ſome ſteps to- 


| many queſtions erning my 
Slave ; but telling him that ſhe ought no BY 
t0 bear that name, and aſſuring him that ſhe was | 
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1 toll hin n where ſhe was, and he re- 
new'd his promiſe with an air of fincerity that 
made me perfectly eaſy. Our converſation then 

turn'd upon Theofa's extraordinary merit. He 
confeſs d that he had never in all his life been ſo 
much affected by beauty, and that he had found 
the utmoſt difficulty in curbing the violence of 
his paſſion, „147 ſaid he, of my ſo readily 
conſenting to up to you, was an appre- 
hens my weekend might encreaſe with my 


1 Knowledge of her, and my love of Juſtice ſoon 


prove too weak an antagoniſt to cope with my in- 
clinations. This was the language of a man of 
bhondqur. And there are indeed few nations 


which have a greater regard for equity than the 


Turks. 


Whilſt he was thus dif * his noble ſenti- 
ments, word was brought that Baſſa Cheriber was 
at the door, that he immediately appeared with 
_ marks of wrath and indignation in his face, of 
which we were eager to aſk him the cauſe. He 
was as much the Selictar's friend as mine, and it 
was owing to the recommendation of the one 
that I lived ſo familiarly with the other. He an- 
ſwer d us by throwing a bag, which N N 
thouſand crowns, at our feet. What a misfor- 


tune it is, faid he, to be the dupes of our Slaves! 


There is the money, adds he, addreſſing himſelf 
to the Selictar, of which my Steward has robb'd 
you: And tis not his only theft. I have by the 
force of tortures extorted an horrible confeſſion 
from him, and ſaved his life only to make him re- 
peat it to you. I ſhou'd die with ſhame if this 
infamous wretch' ſhou'd not do me juſtice. He 
aſk d the Selictar's leave to have him brought in; 
but we: both intreated him firſt to prepare us for 


3 giving us ſome information about 


C2 


5 communies bis ap 
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He told us that one of his ſervants, who was 
jealous of his Superintendant's power, and there- 
fore very watchful of him, perceived that the 
Selictar's Eunuch, who was ſent for the young 
Slave, paid the Superintendant a good deal of mo- 
ro 0. «ara wedagpor dn, 1 7 
uſpecting any harm, and only out of curi to 
know ne by” A was fold he had mention'd 
what he had ſeen to the Superintendant ; who 
being in the utmoſt confuſion at having been ſur- 
—.— rA r 


came with a view of buying the young Greek, he 
heard the Baſſa proteſt, after ſeveral 
about the price of her ranſom, that he would not 
1 and that he i 


4 happy in having it in r 
Jo — a Friend. Obſerving that they 


that he was order'd to receive the money, and to 


deliver her to _ — — 
end for her. | 


- 
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had not been leſs impoſed on than the Selictar, he 
was in a violent paſſion, and wok it for granted 
that this was not the only inſtance of treachery in 
a man whom he had blindly entruſted with the 
management of all - his affairs, In order there- 
fore to make him confeſs his other crimes as well 
as to puniſh him for this, he cauſed him to be 
ſeverely tortured in his preſence, and by that 
means forced him to diſcover his other rogueries. 
His treachery to Theofa ſeem'd to Cheriber to 
be one of the blackeſt die. He cou'd not for- 
ive the wrongs which he had occaſion'd him to 
o to a perſon who was free, Far from treating 
her as a Slave, faid he, I ſhou'd have look'd up- 
on her as my daughter, been forry for her diſtreſs, 
and taken care of her fortune; and am greatly 
1 Afſurpriſed that ſhe never complain'd to me of 
* I was much leſs ſurpriſed at this account than 
the Selictar; but concealing what it was not ne- 
ceffary to tell them, I talk d to Cheriber in ſuch 
a a manner as made the Selictar imagine that I was 
forry that I had concern'd in the Bal | 


{| commanded him to give ba 


willing to- for a 
e were little concerned at the fate of 
s wretch, who was immediately ſent to ſuffer : 


1 he deſerved. | 

The Selictar after this made no difficulty about 

taking my money again, which he ſent the next 

day to my houſe. And our diſcourſe a- 

bout Theofa, the moment that Cheriber left us, 
with more eagerneſs than ever, he ask d me 
what I thought of fo fingular an adventure. If 
the was not educated with a view of being a 
C3 Slave, 


running away with a Greek Lady and 
ter. I thought it not „ 
years . 


at be this daughter of two 
_—_— her mother. But how can I 


0s ne . about an 
— — preſt very earneſtly to ſee the 
whom he Ad Zara, which is 


: | 
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refuſal, gave the Maſter a caſket and a 
letter written in the urkiſh manner, which he 
— might be deliver'd to her as ſoon as he was 
gone. 'Theofa had refuſed to receive either of 
them, and the Language Maſter gave them to — 


8 T took them along with me into her 


had lived all her days at Paris, and whoſe Know- 


and being more deſirous than ſhe to dive into — 
bottom of this affair, deſired her to open the letter 
in my preſence. It was eaſier for me than for 
her to perceive that it was a ſpecimen of the Selic- 
tar's gallantry. The phraſes were all ſtudied; but 
ſeem' d however to proceed from a heart that was 
ſenſible of her charms. He deſired her not to be 
under any apprehenſions with regard to her for- 
tune, as he had nothing which ſhe might conde- 
ſcend to wiſh for but what was at her command, 
and called a large ſum of money and ſeveral rich 
preſents which he had ſent her only a ſmall ſample 
of his generoſity. I told her from whom I ima- 
gined this letter came ; adding, to give her an 
opportunity of diſcovering her ſentiments, that 
the Selictar's efteem for her was equal to his love, 
| fince he no longer look'd upon her as a Slave. 
But ſhe ſeem'd to care ſo little what he thought 
of her, that I went entirely into her opinion, and 
2 returned the caſket to the Language Mafter, to be 
reſtored to any meſſenger whom the Selictar might 
ſend next. She ſeem' d a little concern'd at firſt 
at having open'd the letter, as it deprived her of 
the pretence of being ignorant of its content:; 
but making another reflection which was entirely 
her own, ſhe reſolved to anſwer it, I longed 
to know what terms ſhe would uſe. A Lady who 


ledge of the world was equal to her wit and 
beauty, would have wrote exactly in the ſame 


train, in order e 


Suage time, 
without the leaſt affectation, to ſpare her all trou- 
dle of this kind for the future. | 

. = vanity, 
| m my 3 2 | 
the ſcheme of which I was ſo full in the morning, 
I waved our converſation 


ot 
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[ 
5 


| 
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if 


but had a thrown me fo far wide of the 
mark I ai that preceded theſe 
tender emotions, that I cou'd never recover my- 
| ſelf bon enough to reap from them. 
Beſides, as ſhe diverted our ſo ſoon to 


F 
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i „ hardly gave me time 
to tell her the doubts which the Selictar had oc- 
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daring to credit it entirely. Do you belięve then 


that there is any probability in it ? Her eyes over- 
flow'd with tears as ſhe aſked me the queſtion. 
Alas ! continued ſhe, why do you make me re- 
collect a thought which can only add to my ſhame 
and misfortunes ! 

Without examining what ſenſe ſhe affixed to 


telling her that ſhe had on the contrary nothing 

happier to wiſh for, than to find that the villain, 
' who had uſurped that title, was not her father, 
And her doubt 


_ _y 
to tell me if at her father's tryal 
dons bows Be ce of the Greek Lady 
whoſe daughter I ſuppoſed her to be, or at leaſt 
chat of the perſons who accuſed and brought to 


t the wretched author 1 


| fortunes. But ſhe remember d I hoped 


however to learn ſomething from the i before 


whom he was tried, and promiſed Theofa to get 


all the information I cou'd the next day. Thus 


an evening which I hoped to have employ'd in a 
_ gallanter manner, 
Eo Komen and allo. 


I reproach'd myſelf, when I went away, for 


| having been ſo ceremonious with a woman who 


came cut of a Seraglio ; eſpecially after the ac- 
count which ſhe herſelf had given me of other cir- 
cumſtances of her life. Iaik'd my own heart, if 


ſhe had as much inclination for me as I ſuppoſed, 
whether I was inclined to keep her as a miſtreſs ; 


and finding myſelf much leſs: averſe than I was at 
fact from a correſpondence of this nature, I 


thought I might, without ſuch a compaſs, 


plainly propoſe it to her. If embraced my _ | 
offer with all the „ I had no—- 


cheſe words, I deverted her melancholy ideas, by 


was ſpent in diſcuſſions con- | 
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to fear from the Selictar's paſſion, ſince he 
iar Nd that he would leave her 
entirely to her own diſpoſal, and compel her to 
nothing: And tho? the enquiries which I was go- 
ing to make eoncering her parents, might raiſe 
her a little in my idea, yet as they cou'd not poſ- 
ſibly wipe off hes diforace, they cou'd ſerve only 
to encreaſe my inclination for her, without ren- 
her at all leſs proper for the commerce in 


which I was willing to engage her. I reſolved 


therefore to put my deſign in execution. And the 
Reader may obſerve how far from being violent, 


and of what kind the paſſion which I felt for her 


Was. : 
Going the next day to the Cadi, I reminded 
him of the affair of a certain Greek whom he had 


condemned to die fometime ſince. He remem- 
| ber'd it fo perfectly that in relating the 
| he gave me the pleaſure of hearing him ſeveral 


particulars, 


times repeat the names which I wanted to know. 


| The name of the Greek Lord, whoſe Lady had 


been inveigled away, was Paniata Condaidi; and it 
was he himſelf who diſcover'd the Raviſher in one 
of the ſtreets of the City, and cauſed him to be 

ended. But the fatisfaftion of being re- 


venged, added the Cadi, was the only one which 


he received from this affair ; for he did not re- 
cove either his wife, his daughter, or jewels. I 
r'd at this reflection, becauſe all proper 
bo had, I thought, been neglected; and I 
diſcover'd my furpriſe to the Cadi. What coud 
Ido more, ſaid he? The. criminal proteſted that 
the lady and her daughter were both dead; and 
he was ce ay ſincere in this, fince his only 


method to fave his life would have been to have 


produced them, had they been living. As foon 
therefore as he heard his ſentence, he endeavour'd 
to — me with idle ſtories 3 but I preſently 
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After I had let him know that 1 was 
| | 4 k my- 
not he would excuſe my ——_— | 
Ge affairs of it, and What I wanted 
ws be from his own mouth He told me 
I had Io bis wife and daughter. B This 
yo fourteen or RI that I 
face grad fo a with Theo *. 


enn 


— greatly — to any body that ſhou'd 
put you in a way of finding her? I expected that 
this 9 wou'd have given him ſome emoti- 
Joy. But ſeeming to be quite indifferent 
t it, he told me that time, which had al- 
lay'd the ſmart of his loſs, made him alſo not 
for a miracle to repair it , that he had ſe- 
ſons, who wou'd find it difficult, with the 
he had to leave them, to maintain the 
their birth; and that tho* he cou'd 
ſuppoſe that his daughter were living, yet it was 
ſo impoſſible for her to have imbibed any prin- 
Ciples of virtue and honour in the hands of ſuch 
an abandon'd villain and ſuch a country as Tur- 
| Fey, that he ſhou'd never prevail on himſelf to 
think her worthy of being received into his fa- 
mily again. 

His laſt objection appeared to me to be the 
ſtrongeſt. But I reſolved, as he ſcem'd to have 
loft all natural affection, to do all I cou'd to in- 
ſpire him with it. I Gall not, replied I pretty 
_ warmly, examine the weight of your ſcruples or 
reafons, becauſe they can't leſſen the certainty 
of a matter of fact. Your daughter is living. I 
can fiy nothing as to her virtue; but will ven- 
ture to aſſure you, that you will find m defects 
in her wit or her beauty. I will let you know 
where you may ſee her immediately. I deſired a 
P and ink, and having written a direction to my 
Language Maſter” 85 took my leave. 

I was perſuaded if he was not quite inſenſible, 
that he cou'd not reſiſt the impulſe of Nature ; 
and was fo full of this thought, that I went di- 


rectly 
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any thing elſe. I ſhou'd not be much 


ſaid ſhe, at uncertain with 
my birth ; and tho? 20 i. 


bis being unwilling to own me ; but 
Heaven with thanks for giving me 
refuſe the name of father to one whom 
than all others I ought to hate and deſpiſe. 
vas ſo affected with this thought, that ſhe 
me twenty times with tears in her eyes, that f 
was in fact indebted to me for her birth, ſince 
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can't * ays refit. 1 * 4 it ;mmpoſible for him 

to ſee, to bear, and receive the embraces of his 
daughter, without feeling, whether he wou'd or 
not, the affections of a father. As he made no 
objection againſt the poſſibility of her being alive, 
T hoped that' Nature wou'd triumph over all o- 
thers. Theofa diſcovered fome apprehenſion. 
Had I not better, ſaid ſhe, be unknown and 
concealed from all the world? I did not under- 


upon it in another light, and having ſtrengthen'd 
them by all the arguments I cou'd, defired Theofa 
to lift up her veil, to give them an opportunity 
of ſeeing ſome reſembl.nce of themſelves in her. 
The two elder look'd upon her with great cold- 
neſs; but the younger who did not ſeem to be 
above eighteen, and who had ftruck me at firſt ſight 
by the likeneſs which I faw he had of his filter, 
| no ſooner caſt his eyes upon her but he ran to 
her with open arms, and gave her a thouſand 
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ling to go along with me, ſhe cou'd have been. 


This accident ſeem'd to favour my deſigns, and I 


reſolved to acquaint her with them at my Lan- 
guage Maſter's ; but the ſorrowful air which ſhe 
wore all the evening, made me think it an un- 
lucky time. I ſatisfied myſelf therefore with tel- 


ling her over and over again, that ſhe ought not 


to be uneaſy ſince ſhe was ſure never to want any 


3 She told me what affected her moſt in 


my offers, was the aſſurance which I gave her of 
the continuance of my eſteem. Tho' this com- 
pliment had an air of kindneſs, yet it was accom- 
proces with a heavineſs of heart, which ſhe wou'd, 
1 hoped, ere morning ſhake off. 

As I was now fix'd in my reſolutions, and my 


certainty concerning the birth of Theofa had effa- 
cCed all the troubleſome ideas which before were 
_ conſtantly recurring, and wounded my delicacy ;_ 
LIT E 


and ce her. beer mes, pleaſed 
with it than I imagined, ſince I was 133 a- 
larmed with a piece of news which I heard when 


zo along with him ; " tut I ans eve Boi her, | 


had you not given me ſuch expeks orders to let her 
follow her 


own inclinations in every thing. I in- 
terrupted this cutting ſpeech 9 


The Fair GR EIK. 
exclamation. Ah 
cried I ? You ought to have underſtood my orders 
better. He immediately added, that he expoſtu- 
ted with her, telling her that I ſhou'd be greatly 
furpriſed at ſo haſty a reſolution, and that the 
leaſt ſhe cou'd do was to inform me of the reaſons 


67 


of her conduct. She replied, that ſhe knew not 
to what hazards ſhe was going to expoſe herſelf, 
but that I might be ſure, whatever evils befel her, 
that ſhe ſhou'd tak: care to acquaint me with her 


But I roſe in a greater agony that I was ever ſen- 
ſible of before; and complaining bitterly of my 
Language Maſter, told him in a violent paſſion, 
hat my friendſhi 
to dif 


only to enquire at the door w 
ſince nine o'clock, but was to aſk Condoidi himſelf 
if he had ſent for his daughter. 

I waited for his return with inexpreſſible im- 
patience. He was ſo little the better for his en- 
quiries, and my rage was fo enflamed at this en- 
creaſe of my incertainty, that I began to miſtruſt 


him. Couꝰd I credit my ſuſpicions, faid I, with 


a look full of terror, I wou'd immediatly treat 
you in a manner that ſhou'd extort the 2 


why did you not oppoſe her, 


ip or indignation depended on 


had been there 


| 
14 
1 
4 


| 5 impatience 
to hear him. He told me that Theofa laſt night, 
a little after I left her, ſent for him into her 
chamber ; and that after a very moving ſpeech 
with regard to a reſolution which ſhe was abſo- 
lutely determined to execute. Not bei 
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2 not to let me ſee your face without 
her; I have not told you half what you have to 
fear from my anger, if I don't fee her before 


noon. He went out without — 
ply. But in this violent _— 
—_—_? 


* Heuddnt fone which I 42 wr Bip 
CE in ce Tis not 3 


I 
ſelf wou' d be too dilatory or too precarious. 1 
call d him back: Being perſuaded 210 „ 
might eaſily go to the Port, 
being known. 
go along with you, ſaid I: You have too baſely 
bo oy ect ends oo 
I defign'd to dreſs very plainly, to walk thither, 
and take no body with us but my Valet de Cham- 
bre. The Language Maſter endeavour'd while I 1 
was drefling, by all kinds of ſubmiſſions and ex- 
cuſes, to recover my 13 I did not 
doubt but that he had 
this affair; but giving little heed to what he faid, 
I confined my thoughts to the ſtep I was going to 
take. 1 2 c_ which I 
had of d at yet if 
1 
been perſuaded that ſhe really would have em- 
PPR 
I think, rather have forwarded than oppoſed her 
deſign. But ſuppoſing her fincere, what proba- 
bility was there that it would be poſſible for her to 
reſiſt all the opportunities which ſhe muſt neceſ- 
farily have of engaging in new adventures ? The 
of the ſhip, and any Paſſengers that might 
embark along with her, raiſed my ſuſpicions. 
And if ſhe did not ſeem by her fate for a 
more regular courſe than ſhe had formerly lived, 
why ſhou'd I ſuffer any body elſe to rob me of 


dhe pleaſures which I had promiſed myſelf in ber? 


— * 
confined 


views of intereſt in 
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: , iſguiſe 1 | 
n that out of curioſity, which I did not icem to de- N 
eren any other motive, and ſent the 


mentioning of my name gave her i 
for ſome time of the uſe of her ſpeech. The 
Maſter came back and told me that the 
Gentleman that was with her, was the 
of Condoidi's three ſons.. I ect 6 es 
_ ately. She attempted to throw herſelf at my 
feet ; but I prevented her, and found myſelf 
„„ than I cou'd 
have expected after ſuch violent commotions. 
Whether my ſentiments were ſuch as I ſuppoſed 
them or not, I found myſelf much lefs inclined 
to reproach her, than to expreſs my tranſports at 


* 

| continued for ſome time, as tho? 

„ 

fore, to vie w her with a ſatisfaction, or rather 

an extacy of which I had never been ſenſible be- 

fore. Fre which till then 1 had only 
moderately 
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charmed me to ſuch a degree 


moderately admired, 
that I drew my chair with a fort of tranſport, in 
FF order to be nearer to her. My fears of loſing her 


ſeem'd to encreaſe, and I began to wiſh her at 
| the Language Maſter's again. The fight of ſe- 

veral ſhips, among which I ſuppoſed was that of 
Meflina, | raiſed a tumult in my breaft which gave 
me great uneaſmeſs. You wou'd forſake me then, 
'Fheofa, ſaid I with a very forrowful aſpect i and 
when you took this cruel refolution, diſregarded 


the anguiſh' which it wou'd occaſion to one who 


s fo entirely devoted to But why wou'd 
you leave me without et rank me of your deſign ? 


e I ſo ill deſerv d your confidence? "dhe held 


| down her head, and wept. And tur 
at length upon me, replied that ſhe 


ing to 


| reproach herſelf with concerning her gratitude. 


And if the Language Maſter, ſaid ſhe, had given 


you a faithful account of my ſentiments for you, : 
you cou'd not ſuſpe& me of it. She went on to 


alledge the fame reaſons which he had in her juſti- 


| fication; and coming to young Condoidi whom I = 


might be ſurpriſed to find in her chamber, ſhe 
confeſs'd that ſeeing him go by, the remembrance 


of the affection which he had exprefs'd for her the 


night before, induced her to call him in ; and 
that what he had told her, was > new paakine fas 


haftening her departure. Condoidi had informed 


his three ſons that he had not the leaft doubt of 
her being their ſiſter ; but not being at all difpoſed 
to receive her into his family, had forbid them to 
enter into any correſpondence with her ; and 


ſeem'd, tho* he had not fully explain'd himſelf, 


to have fome black deſign in view. The Youth 


being overjoy'd at meeting his filter, for whom he 
found his affection greatly encreaſe, had exhorted 
her to be upon her guard againſt his father; and 
6 —— 
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t I cou 
i, Who had been informed by 
was, was fo overjoy'd at my 


I had a worſe 
deſire I had 


my taking him. 
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I fully reſolved, at our return to the I 
Maſter's, to explain to Theofa the views witch 1 


had with regard to her ; but not being able decent- 


diſengage elf from y Condoidi, who 
> Ando pay + arr 41 
miſe if he was but a moment out of my ſight, I 
was forced to confine myſelf to doubtful expreſſi- 
ons, which I was not ſurpriſed that ſhe did not 
ſeem to underſtand. This language however was 
fo different from that which I had always uſed to 


ber, that one who had naturally ſo much acute- 


neſs as ſhe had, cou*'d not but perceive that it pro- 
ceeded from another ſource. The only alteration 
that I made at the Maſter's, was to leave 
my Valet de Chambre there ; under pretence that 
Theofa had yet no body to wait on her, but in 
reality do inform me of all her fieps, till I cou'd 
find ſome Slave for het in whoſe fidelity I cou d 
ſafely confide. I deſigned to procure two, one of 
each-ſex, and to'carry them to her in the 
_ Condoidi went home along with me. Ir 
che French manner. This change was ſo much 
ts his advantage; that I have ſeen few young men 
that were ſo amiable in their perſons. had 
the ſame eyes and features as Theofa, and a very 
fine ſliape, the beauty of which was concealed by 


is former habit. He wanted however a thouſand 


accompliſhments which education would have 
given him, and this confirmed me in my ill opi- 
— and manners of the Greek 
N6bility. But the relation in which he ſtood to 
Theofa, was enough to make me ſpare no coſt 
nor pains to cultivate his natural endowments. I 
order d my Domeſtics to be as aſſiduous in waiting 
upon him as me, and hired divers Maſters the ſame 


1 ——_—— him in all forts of polite exerciſes 


and accompliſhments. Neither did I age defer 
Vor. I. = aſking 
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aſking ſome account of his family. I knew the 
antiquity of it, but the information which I 


wanted was ſuch as might be uſeful to Theofa. 

In relating what I knew before of the antiquity 
of his father's nobility, he told me that he pre- 
-tended to derive his deſcent from one Condoidi, 
who was General to the laſt Emperor of the 


Greeks, and who made Mahomet ll. tremble a 


few days after the taking of Conſtantinople. He 


kept the field with a conſiderable force; but the 


ſituation of the Turkiſh Army not permitting him 
to approach it, he reſolved, upon hearing of the 
miſerable condition of that c. to ſacrifice his 
life to ſave the Empire of the Eaſt. Having ſelect- 


ed out of all his troops an hundred of the braveſt 
Officers, he made a propoſal to them of follow- 


ing him thro* ways where they 
hopes of marching an Army; and putting hi 
at their head in the darkeſt part 
came to Mahomet's Camp, whom he deſign'd 1 to 
kill in his Tent. The Turks 


fo ſecure on that ſide, that the Guard which was 
there was very weak and negligent. He penetrated, 
if not to Mahomet's Tent, at leaſt to thoſe which 
furrounded it and belonged to his equipage. Not 


ſtaying to kill enemies who were buried in fleep, 


he thought of nothing but of 1 


Sultan, and his firſt ſteps were ſucceſsful. 

Turkiſh woman who was ftealing from one Tent 
<0 another, being alarmed at the noiſe of their 
march, run back in a great hurry, and immediate- 


ly communicated her fears all around her. Con- 


| doidi, whoſe conduct was equal to his valour, 
Ceſpairing of ſucceſs, and thinking his life neceſ- 


ſary to his Maſter ſince he cou'd not rid him of 


his Enemy, preſently ſummon'd all his courage 


and prudence to open a paſſage for himſelf and the 
. MN 
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as to eſcape, during the confuſion of the Turks, 
with the loſs of only two of his men. But he 
ſaved his life only to loſe it more gloriouſly, in 
the terrible revolution which happen d two days 
after. His children, who were all very young, 
became the Subjects of the Turks, and one of 
them ſettled in the Morea, 8 
experienced a variety of ine. Their 
houſe was at 12 <4 thoſe who were then 
at Conſtantinople, and to a Greek Biſhop of the 
ſame name, whoſe See was in a City of Armenia. 
Their Eftate conſiſted of two villages, which 
produced yearly about a thouſand crowns of ou 
money, and by a privilege which is very rare in 
the Dominions of the Grand Seignior, and which 
was the only diſtinction of their family, always 
deſcended to the eldeſt. 3 = 
But other hopes had drawn the father and his 
ſons to Conſtantinople, and were evidently the 
cauſe of their inhumanity to Theofa. A rich 
Greek, their near relation, had made his Will 
and left them his whole eſtate after his death, with 
this fingle proviſo, that the Church had nothing to 
accuſe them of with regard to Religion and Li- 
| berty : two kinds of merit of which their whole 
nation is extremely jealous. And the Church, 
that is, the Biſhop and his Suffragans, who were 
appointed the Judges of this bequeſt, were fo 
much the more concerned not to be eafily fatisfied, 
as they were ſubſtituted in the room of the Le- 
gatees in the caſe which excluded them from tha 
ucceſſion. As Condoidi's wife had been run away 
with, the Greek Prelates had not failed to alledos 
the uncertainty with regard to her and her daugh» 
ter, as an objection againſt the execution of the 
Will. And this was the reaſon that Condoidi, 
after he had diſcover'd his Steward, was leſs ſolli- 
cCitous to get informations concerning the adven- 
| r tures 
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tures of his wife and daughter, than to cauſe tho 
Raviſher to be puniſhed, as ſoon as he had con- 


fes'd himſelf iy of the rape and had declared 


that they were dead : Hoping that the diſcovery of 
the circumſtances they might have fallen into, 

wou'd be prevented by his death. As he was not 
ignorant of what the Criminal had told the Cadi, 


he was the more urgent to make him look'd upon 


as an impoſtor, and did not reſt till he ſaw him 
led to execution. The Patriarch did not ſeem at 
all the more inclined, by the declaration which 

the Raviſher had made of their death, to ſurrender 
the eſtate to Condoidi, but inſiſted 


which the other did not think himſelf obliged ta 


give. The ur appearance of his daughter 
alarm'd him in a terrible manner. Far from be- 


ing inclin'd to examine her 
what accident ſhe was at Conſtantinople, he ap- 
prehended nothing ſo much as diſcoveries which 

might prejudice- his hopes. In 


ſhort, being per- 


ſuaded after the death of the Steward, that ſhe- 
would find it extremely difficult to prove her birth, 
he reſolved, not only not to own, but even to 
: —_—— of being an impoſtor, and to ſollicit 
her puniſhment, in cafe ſhe ſhou'd inſiſt upon and 


— to prove her title. 


And I am miſtaken, added the Youth, if he has 
not form'd a yet more dreadful deſign ; for he 
was, after your viſit, in an agony of paſſion which 


he never feels but it 


ſome very extraor- 


dinary effect, and I dare not ſay what lengths ſuch 


_ tranſports have ſometimes carried him. 


This account convinced me that it wou'd be 


difficult to perſuade Condoidi to own Theofa for 


his daughter; but I was not much alarm'd at his 


deſigns, and flatter d myſelf, whatever methods 


he might take to hurt her, n 


| 1212 
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and by 
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thought made me drop my deſign of not letti 
him know who I was, or at leaſt what intereſt. 
had in his daughter. I defired his ſon, on the 
contrary, to go to him the ſame day, to inforin 
him that I had taken Theofa under my protection, 
and had received him into my houſe. As I deſign- 
ed to put my new ſcheme in practice immediately, 
I enquired after two ſuch Slaves as I thought were 
neceſſary to it; and went to the Language Maſter's 
in the evening. | 

My Valet de Chambre expected me with great 
impatience; and had been ſtrongly tempted to 
quit his poſt to come and give me an account of 

— obſervations which he thought of importance. 
A meſſenger from the Selictar had been there with 
very rich preſents, and the Language Mater had 
talked to him a long while with a very myſterious 
air. Mx Valet not underſtanding the Turkiſh 
language, ſeem'd not to take any notice of What 
paſſed; and having no hopes of gathering any 
thing from their words, contented himſelf with 
_ obſerving them at a diſtance. What appeared moſt 
ſtrange to him, was to ſee the Selictar's preſents 


accepted of by the Language . Maſter in a very 


complaiſant manner. They conſiſted of rich ſilks, 


- and a great number of jewels for the uſe of wo- 


men. He watch'd very narrowly to ſee with 
what air 'Theofa wou'd receive them ; but aſſured 
me, tho* he had kept his eyes continually upon 
the door of her apartment and as often as poilible 
2 that he had not ſeen them carried to 


As J had no occaſion to uſe any ceremony with 
the Language Maſter, and was willing that he 
umſelf d explain this affair, I immediately 
| called him to account for his conduct. He per- 
_ ceived at the firſt word that he was diſcover d; 
and hoping for nothing —— confeſo d * 
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he had, with Theofa's leave, to whom he had re- 


_ preſented his great poverty, applied the Selictar's 


preſents to his own uſe. I am very poor, faid he: 


And telling Theofa the preſents were undoubtedly | 


hers, ſince they were ſent her without any condi- 
tions ; the acknowledgment which ſhe thought 
ſhe ow'd me for ſome little ſervices which I had 
done her, induced her to conſent that I ſhou'd 
keep them. It was eafy for me to gueſs, after 
this confeſſion, at the motives which made him ſo 


ready to affift her in her flight. I immediately 
loft all confidence in a man who was capable of fo 


baſe an action; and tho? I cou'd not charge him 


Vith a direct want of honeſty, yet I told him that 


he had nothing more to expect from my friendſhip. 
The power which I had over ſuch a fellow as 
this, hinder'd me from confidering that my warmth 


_ was imprudent. But as I had refolved to change 
Theofa's lodgings, I no longer wanted his ſer- 


I was ſo well ſatisfied with the perſon from 


whom J had the two Slaves whom I brought along 


with me, that I had an intire confidence in them. 


I had informed them of my deſigns, and promiſed 
them their liberty as a reward of their fidelity | 


and zeal. The woman had ſerved in ſeveral Se- 
raglioes, and was a Greek as well as T heofa. 
ptian 3 and tho” I did not 
regard their perſons, they had both an air above 


| their condition. I preſented them to Theofa. 


She made no difficulty to accept of them ; but 
aſk d of what uſe they cou'd be to her, fince ſhe 
was to ſtay ſo little a while at Conſtantinople. 

I was with her alone, and took this opportunity 


to acquaint her with my ſcheme. But tho” I had 


ftudied the propoſition which I was going to make, 
and fancied that it wou'd be very agreeable to 


ber; yet I did not find the facility with which I 


uſually . 
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uſually expreſs'd myſelf. Every look which I caſt 
upon Theofa, raiſed a flutter and tumult in my 
breaſt of which I wanted to inform her, that ſhe 
might thence infer my meaning, and fave me the 
confuſion of a direct avowal of it: But as theſe 
Emotions were not capable ſo ſuddenly to change 
a reſolution in which I was fix'd ; I told her with 
a trembling voice, that my concern for her wel- 
fare making me look upon her departure as a ſtep 
which cou'd not end well, I was determined to 
make her a much more agreeable offer, which 

would place her in a ſituation where I cou'd war- 
rant her all the retirement which ſhe ſeem'd ta 
deſire, and an abſolute ſecurity againſt any enter- 
prizes of Condoidi. I have, continued I, at a 
little diſtance from the City, a very agreeable feat 

both as to its ſituation and the extraordinary plea- 
ſantneſs of its Gardens. This I offer you as the. 
place of your retreat. You ſhall there be intirely 
at your liberty, and treated with all imaginable 
reſpect. Baniſh all ideas of a Seraglio, that is, 
_ thoſe of ſolitude and perpetual reſtraint. Iwill 
be with you there as often as my affairs will per- 
mit me, and bring no body thither but fome 
friends of my own Country, who will give you a 


ſpecimen of the manners of the French. It my 


cares, endearments, and ſervices, can make your 
| life , You ſhall never know a moment's diſ- 
quiet. In ort, here you will find the wide diſ- 
ference that there is between living with an old 
man in a Seraglio, and with one of my age, who 
unites all his deſires in you, and makes your hap- - 
pineſs the ſtudy of his life. po ” 
I look'd on the ground all the time I was ma- 
king this ſpeech, as tho? I preſumed too much on 
the power which I had over her, and was fearful 
of abuſing it. And my thoughts being more em- 
ploy'd about my paſſion than the ſcheme of life 
We rn D 4 which 
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which I had formed for her, I waited with more 
impatience to hear her explain herſelf with regard 
to her inclinationꝭ for me, than concerning the 
retirement and ſafety which I had mentioned in 
the offer I made her. Her flowneſs in anſwering 
began to. make me very uneaſy. * At laſt, ſeeming 
to have got over a doubt which had given her a 
good deal of trouble, ſhe told me, tho ſhe cou'd 
not change her opinion concerning the neceſſity 
there was of her leaving Conſtantinople, that it 
would be more agreeable to wait in the 
than the Ton for the opportunity which I had 
— ſoon to procure her of doing it in a com- 
ious manner. And mentioning her gratitude, 
ſhe added, that my favours had no bounds, and 
that ſhe THY ST 
of them, ſince in obliging an unfortunate crea- 
ture who was not capable of doing any thing to 
ſerve me, I cou'd to be ſure mean nothing but to 
gatily my generoſity. As my heart was tortured 
With a variety of paſſions, it is natural. to ſuppoſe 
— 1 mud . choſen a more direct anſwer ; 
t thinking myſelf too happy at fecing her in- 
E 1 
not ſtay to conſider whether ſhe underſtood my 
meaning, nor whether what ſhe had faid was a2 
conſent or a refuſal, but preſs d her to ſet out with 
me that minute. 
| She made no ohjections, and I bid my Valet de 
CS CEILy non AID 
It was hardly nine o clock. I purpoſed to 
with her. in the country, and what did I not 
afterwards promiſe myſelf from this happ night ? 
But as I began to expreſs my joy, — 2 — 
Maſter came in with an air - of conſternation, and 
taking me aſide told me that the Selictar, attended 


only by two Slaves, aſked to fee Theofa. Lhe 
— ns. ona oomaaned W 
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Arfſt from that this Lord was at the 
door himſelf, Ah! did you not tell him, faid I, 
that Theofa cou'd not receive his viſit? He con- 
feſs d, with the ſame ſeeming diſorder, that ſup- 
3 him not to be the Selictar himſelf but one 
of his ſervants, he thought to put him off by tell- | 
ing him that I was with Theofa ; but that the [ 
ictar was only the more to come in, and 
order'd dio bt ms how that he was there. It 
was impoſſible for me to avoid ſeeing him; and if I 
wonder d what love cou'd make a man of his rank 
ſtoop to, it was not ſo much for the ſake of a reflec- 
tion which was as applicable to me, as to him, as to 
excuſe the confuſion into which this unlucky ac- ; 
cident threw me. I did not doubt but that this 
was a new piece of treachery of the Language 
Maſter ; but ſcorning te vent my reproaches on 
ſo perfidious a wretch, I entreated Theofa not to 
give a man any advantage over her, with whoſe 
views ſhe was fo well acquainted. This anxiety _ 
was a farther indicatian of my own. She aſſured 
me that it was only in obedience to me, that ſhe 
_ conſented to admit of his viſit. 

I went to meet him. He embraced me very 
affectionately, and jeſting pleaſantly on fo odd a 
rencounter, ſaid, the Fair Greek had no cauſe to 
complain either of friendſhip or love. Repeating 

afterwards what he had told me before concerning 

his paſſion for her, he added that he had fo firm a 

reliance on my word, that he ſhou'd be pleaſed at 

my being a witneſs to the propoſals he wou'd make 
her. This way of talking and the ſcene to which 
it was a prelude, * perplex'd me. How dif- 
ferent a perſon did I now find. myfelf from what 
I was in fat, when I proteſted that generoſity 
was the only motive which engaged me to intereſt 
. myſelf in Theofa's affairs! And in a diſpoſition of 
which I cou'd no longer doubt, how cou'd I be 
5 : 5 ſure 
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ſure that I ſhou'd have a ſufficient command of 
my temper patiently to hear the offers and court- 
ſhip of a Rival? I was, however, under a neceſ- 


| fity of doing myſelf this violence, which was the 


more intolerable as it was wholly owing to myſelf. 


_ 'Theofa was in ſome confuſion at ſeeing us come 
In together ; and in a much greater, when going 


to her, he talk'd plainly of his paſſion, and wea- 
ried her with all the expreſſions of fondneſs which 
among the Turks have the air of the ſtudied part 
of a Player. I attempted ſeveral times to interrupt 
a Comedy which cou'd not but be as inſupportable 


to Theofa as to me; and I went ſo far as to an- 
ſwer for her. She propoſes, faid I, to quit Con- 


ſtantinople; and this muſt give her great concern, 


ſince it puts it out of her power to liſten to ſenti- 


ments which are ſo full of tenderneſs and ſo agree- 
ably expreſs'd. But what I thought ſufficient to 
check his career, or at leaſt to moderate the 


warmth of his expreſſions, ſerved only to haſten 


the offers for which he was prepared. He re- 
proach'd her with a deſign, which ſhe formed, he 


 faid, only to make him miſerable ; but flattering 


himſelf that he ſhou'd yet gain her affections, he 
told her of a ftately houſe which he had upon the 
Boſphorus, and which he was reſolved to ſettle 


upon her for her life, with an eſtate ſufficient to 


ſupport the grandeur of fo magnificent an edifice. 
She ſhou'd live there not only free and indepen- 
dent, but ſhou'd have an abſolute command of 
every thing which belonged to him. He wou'd 
give her thirty Slaves of both ſexes, all his jewels, 
the number and luſtre of which were aſtoniſhing, 
and every thing elſe which ſhe cou'd wiſh for. 
He was in a ſufficient degree of favcur with the 
Sublime Port to be out of the reach of the jealouſy 


of any perſon whatſoever. No fortune had a 


rer foundation than that which was founded 
my upon 


_ 
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upon him. And that ſhe might not doubt of 
his fincerity, he made me a witneſs of his pro- 
miſes. | 
Theſe offers, expreſſed in the ſwelling phraſes 
which are natural to the Turks, made a fufficient 
impreſſion upon me to make me apprehend that 
had made too deep an one upon Theofa. I 
was ſurpriſed that his propoſals ſhou'd have fo great 
a reſemblance of mine; and as they had much more 
of pomp and ſplendor, trembled for my ſcheme 
which had hitherto went on ſo well, imagining that 
if the Selictar fail'd, that I cou'd have no hopes of 
2 ſucceeding, But how greatly were my fears encreaſed 
When Theofa, being urged to anſwer, ſeem'd to be 
more affected by his offers than he himſelf expected? 
An air of complacency which ſpread itſelf over her 
face, made me ſee more charms in it than I had 
ever obſerved before. She always uſed when I 
ſaw her, to be uneaſy or melancholy. The pangs 
of jealouſy ſhow'd me all the fires of love lighted 
up in her eyes; and threw me into a tranſport of 
rage, when I heard her add that ſhe deſired only 
four and twenty hours to determine. She ended 
this ſcene by earneftly entreating him to retire ; 
and recollecting afterwards that he might be oſ- 
fended at her not having made the fame requeſt to 
me, or at her ſcrupling to let him ſtay in a place 
where he had found me, ſhe added very arttully, 
that with a Benefactor to whom ſhe ow'd her 
liberty, ſhe was leſs circumſpect than with a 
Stranger whom ſhe had hardly ſeen three times 
before, Bs | 5 
I might perhaps have found ſomething in the 
concluſion of her ſpeech to have leffen'd or ſuſ- 
_ pended my torments, had my prejudices and pal- 
ſions given me leave to have conſidered it. But 
being terribly alarmed at the time which fe took 
to give her anſwer, made deſperate by the tranſ- 
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ports of the Selictar, and almoſt choaked by the 
violence which I did myſelf to conceal my tor 
tures, I thought of nothing but getting into the 
ftreet to eaſe myſelf a litt] 122 


ints. I had not however reſolution enough to 


e him behind me, — O__ _ away 
together was tortured afreſh by being obliged to 
hear, for upwards of an hour, the extaſtes and 


raptures with which his good fortune had infpired 


him. I cou'd not believe that the fatisfaftion with 


which Theofa heard him, cou'd be the effect of 


fo ſhort an interview; and knowing his honour 
and openneſs of temper, aſk*d him the occaſion of 


a viſit at which I was ſo much ſurpriſed. He very 
readily told me, that having the fame day fent 


Theofa ſeveral preſents which ſhe accepted of 
without anſwering his letter, he ſounded the 


Language Mafter with regard to the deſign he had 
of going privately to his houſe, that the hopes of 
Teward engaged this mercenary wretch to conſent 


to it, and that he informed him that I was there 


regularly every night. But as you know the na- 
ture of my ſentiments for her, continued the Se- 


lictar, and I arr not ignorant of yours, I was fo 


far frem thinking your preſence an objection to 
my viſit, that I was pleaſed with the thoughts of 


' . having yon for a witneſs of my propoſals and pro- 


Miſes, He repeated his reſolutions of faithfully 
performing them,, and of making an experiment 


of a pleaſure to which Muſſelmen were ſtran- 


gers. —_— 
I cou'd not help »pplauding ſo much frankneſs 
and ſo honcurable a manner of proceeding. And 


refleting on the tortures I 2 endured, the 
terms on which I was with him, and the thou- 


ſand ſcruples of honour, of which I cou'd not 
help being ſenſible, I refolv'd to ſubdue my path- 
aps which I had ſuffer'd to have too great a * 
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With this reſolution I took my leave of the Se- 
Iictar. But I had gone only a few ſteps before:l 
-heard ſome body call my Valet de Chambre, wha 
was the only ſervant I had with me. I preſently 
ived that it was Jazir, the Slave I had given 


I 


_ Cuffion, by finding a motive to return which 
nothing in common with either of theſe. I 
had forgot my watch which I had a great value 
for on account of its excellent workmanſhip. 


Not conſidering whether it was not properly my 


Valet de Chambre's buſineſs to fetch it, I went 
back with the Slave, highly delighted with a 

ence which hid my weakneſs even from my- 
ſelf. What will the faithleis ungrateful Theofa 
ſay to me? How attempt to excuſe rac wares ? 

ſe were my complaints as I went along; and 
far from conſidering that ſhe had never granted 
me any thing which might authoriſe ſuch expreſ- 
ſions, I only grew the warmer the nearer I came 
to the Language Maſter's. I ſhou'd certainly 
have accoſted her with the bittereſt reproaches, 


it T had ſeen in her the leaſt figns of fear or con- 


fuſion, But my ſurpriſe exceeded all bounds, 
when I ſaw her well pleaſed, merry, and as it 
were ready to bleſs her.ftars for her good fortune. 
phe did not ſuffer my doubts to laſt lang. Io 
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mĩty to tell me, 
that when ſhe informed him of her deſign to 
2 — ſhe had the fatisfaction to 
bim very ready to aſſiſt her; but perceived 
that —＋ was the only motive of his zeal. 
He aſked her leave to keep the Selictar's preſents, 
telling her that ſhe had no occaſion to trouble 
| herſelf about any thing which might be faid of 
her after ſhe was gone. What he whiſper'd in 
her ear upon the key, was to deſire her to con- 
ceal this affair from me. And tho' he ſeem d, 
by the care he had taken to get her conſent, 
not to be capable of a downright theft, yet ſhe 
did not doubt | but that he had fome hand in the 
Selictar's viſit and propoſals. And that ſhe had, 
in ſhort, all the reaſon in the world to accept of 
the offer I had made her of my country houſe ; 
and that if I was ſo kind as to gratify her deſire, 
I ſhou'd not put off our journey 'ull the next 
diy. 
1 was fo raviſh'd with hearing her and fo de- 
termined not to delay a moment what I deſired 
fo much more than ſne that I did not ſtay to 
anſwer her, but order'd my chariot to be brought 
back immediately. It had been there while I was 
with the Selictar, and I had commanded my Va- 
let de Chambre to fend it home again. I was 
under no difficulty about concealing Theofa's 
retreat from the Language Matter ; but all my 
raptures not being able to put the Selictar out of 
S head, I had ſome n about the man- 
__ NET 
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ner in which he might take this affair. But my 
ſcruples preſently vaniſhed, and I thought my- 
ſelf ſafe from his reproaches. The declaration 
which I made him of my ſentiments was fi 
I never promiſed him that they would not alter; 
and having given him an opportunity to gain 
Theofa by his offers, he cou'd have no grounds 
to complain of me, tho? ſhe ſhou'd prefer mine 


to his. But ſhe had flatter'd him with hopes, 


and the time ſhe took to determine was a fort 


of promiſe to ſee him again, and plainly to tell 


him her mind. I feared I ſhou'd perplex her a 
little by putting her in mind of this difficulty ; 
but ſhe had foreſeen it. Going into her chamber 
after I had given orders about my charict, I 
found her with a pen in her hand. Iam wri- 
ting, ſaid ſhe, to the Selictar, to put an end to 


any hopes he may have from my anfrer. I 
will leave my Letter with the Language Maſter, 
who will without doubt be pleaſed to do him 
a new piece of ſervice. I told her I approved of 
her deſign, and ſhe went on with her Letter. 
I did myſelf the violence to reſtrain all expreſ- 


ſions of my joy, as tho? the fear of being croſs d 
by ſome new accident had made me ſuſpend its 


tranſports. The Language Maſter, whom I look'd 


upon with indignation, and whoſe remorſe per- 
haps made him endeavour to be reconciled to 
me, ſent to deſire my leave to come in. By 


all means, replied Theofa ; and ſeeing him ap- 


pear, ſhe told him that ſhe was reſolved to quit 
Conſtantinople, that ſhe had given me ſuch rea- 
ſons for it as forced me to approve of her reſo- 
lution, and that ſhe ſhou*d be glad to inform the 
Selictar of the grateful ſenſe which ſhe retain'd of 
his favours. She gave him the Letter ſhe had 
written; and faid with a malicious ſmile, you will 
very readily execute my commiſſion, ſince you 
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b bn with which be had confeſſed the 
ith regard to Theofa's flight as 
he found how much it affected me, 
me from thence to judge of the ſinceri- 
ons, But knowing full well what 
attributed to his fears of my vengeance, 
reſolving to employ him no more, I only de- 
him to tell the Selictar that I wou'd wait upon 
| ſoon. = 
indeed already thinking of ſome methods 
ich I ſuppoſed I might infallibly preſerve 
ip of this Lord, notwithftanding the 
oppoſition of our interefts. But hearing my cha- 
door, I took Theofa by the hand to 
lead her to it, graſping it with a tranſport of joy 
which I cou'd no longer diſſemble. And tho” 1 
deſigned at firſt to ſend her alone under the care 
_ of my Valet de Chambre, that the Language Ma- 
ſter might not gueſs which way ſhe went; yetT 
cou'd not deny myſelf the pleaſure of going a- 
long with her, matter of her fortune and her per- 
ſon by her conſenting to retreat to my houſe, 
and of her heart too as I flatter'd myſelf. For 
what other conſtruqtion gpu'd I put upon her 
throwing herſelf into my arms with fo much con- 
I had no ſooner taken my place by her fide 
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but I ſnatch'd a raviſhing kiſs, of which I had 


the pleaſure to think her not inſenſible; and a ſigh, 


which ſhe cou'd not ſuppreſs, made me judge 


yet more favourably of what paſſed in her heart. 
All the way we went I preſs'd her hand in 2 
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with which I flatter'd myſelf ſhe was as well pleaſed 
as I. Every action had a tincture of fondneſs in 
it, and all my words continually glow'd with 


the flame which raged in my heart with greater 


violence than ever; but they were both, thro? 
- equally guarded and 
I Theofa ſometimes endeavour'd to check 
my ardour, ſhe did not do it from coldneſs or 
averſion. She only entreated me not to miſapply 
ſuch ſoft and endearing to one who 
was uſed to the tyrannical cuſtoms of a Seraglio; 
and when this manner of endeavouring to avoid 
only redoubled my careſſes, ſhe added, that it 
. Ladies were hap- 
y- if all the men condeſcended to treat them with 
ſuch exceffive complaiſance. | 

It was about midnight when we arrived at my 
7 7 Houſe, which was ſituated near a vil- 
lage Oru. I. had made no | 
| Preparations ;. but as I often carried my friends 
thither at times when I was leaſt expected, there 
was always ſom ready to entertain them 
y. 122 as ſoon as we got 
there, but Theofa told mes ſhe bad more need of 
reſt. I inſiſted however 28 neceſſity of 
refreſhing ourſelves a little by a ſlight and delicate 
collation. We did not fit at table, and I 
ſpent more time in jeſting and looking at Theofa, 
than in eating. I had told my Domeſtics in which 
room I intended to lie, and one of the reaſons 
of my preſling Theofa to take a little refreſhment 
was to give them time to deck it þ 0056 
elegant manner. Having repeated w had 
faid of her wanting reſt, 7 IS Gun 


tion. 2 2 modelt hint of the impatience of her 


defires ; and - thought, myſelf happy in finding in 
fo amiable a aide eig enough to _— 5 
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the happy hour, and modeſty enough to diſguiſe | 


her inclinations. 


My ſervants, who had known me more than 
once make this uſe of my houſe at Oru, and were 


order'd beſides to prepare only one bed, had diſ- 
poſed in the fame apartment every thing which 
was commodious for 1 hecfa and me. F led her 
to it with an exceſs of joy and gallantry. Her 
Slave and my Valet de Chambre, who attended 
us thither, began to do their office ; and Jeſting 
with Bema (that was the name of her Slave) I 


deſired her not to incur my diſpleaſure by being 


too tedious. I imagined that Theofa had natural- 
ly entered into all my views, and thought her ſo 
well diſpoſed to the concluſion of this ſcene, that 
I had not fo much as thought of throwing any 
veil over my deſigns. With a woman who had 
gven me fo plain an account of her adventures 
at Patras and in the Seraglio, I was not, I thought 


any ways obliged to uſe the precautions and dif- 


guiſes which relieve the modefty of an unexpe- 
rienced pirl ; and if I may be indulged another 
reflection, I cou'd not expect any exceſs of mo- 
_ defty and reſerve in one whoſe acknowledgments 
I had fo juſt a title to, and who had beſides de- 
liver'd herſelf ſo voluntarily into my hands. 
And indeed the ſtrongeſt paſſion which J hither- 
to had for her, ſeemed to myſelf to be only that 
of a Libertine ; and I prefer'd her, I thought, 
to all other women only becauſe ſhe hit my fan- 
- Aga and ſeem'd to promiſe me more plea- 


As ſoon as the obſerved that my Valet de 


Chambre began to undreſs me, ſhe puſh'd away 
her Slave who was doing her the fame office, and 


remain'd for ſome time penſive and dubious. I faw 
her countenance change; but being at the other 
end of the room, fancied I was deceived by the 


darkneſs 


Ls 
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darkneſs of the night. But obſerving her ſtand 
ſill, and Bema idle by her, I ventured, tho' with 
fome confuſion, to jeft a little upon the appre- 
henſion I was under that ſhe would make me wait. 
This way of talking, which circumſtances made 
very plain, quite confounded her. She went from 
the glaſs before which ſhe ſtood, and throwing 
| herſelf, in a languiſhing poſture upon a ſopha, 
lean'd her head upon her hand, as tho” ſhe deſign- 
ed to hide her face . T apprehended at 
firſt that ſhe was ſeized with ſome ſudden difor- 
der. We had travel'd in the night, and our col- 
lation conſiſted only of fruits and ice. I run to 
her with the greateſt eagerneſs, and aſk'd what 
was the matter with her. She made me no an- 
ſwer. My uneaſineſs encreaſing, I took hold of 
the hand on which ſhe reſted her head, and offer- 
ed to pull it to me, but ſhe drew it back. 
At laſt, wiping away ſome tears of which 1 
perceived the traces, ſhe deſired me to fend 
away the Servants, and hear her for a few mi- 
nutes, oy | ns 

As ſoonas we were alone, ſhe fix'd her eyes 
upon the floor, and told me, with a feeble voice 
and an air of conſternation, that ſhe cou'd not 
diſpute any thing I required of her, but that 
ſhe never expected this. She faid no more, as 
if grief and fear had ſtop'd her there; and I per- 
ceived by her manner of breathing that her heart 
felt the moſt violent emotions. My ſurpriſe, and 
perhaps a ſenſe of ſhame which I cou'd not pre- 
ently overcome, render'd me ſpeechleſs ; and it 
wou'd have been the oddeſt ſight in the world to 
have ſeen us both as much dejected and amazed as 
tho' we had been ſuddenly ſtruck with ſome mor- 
tal diſeaſe. | Si 5 | 
At length, recovering myſelf a little, I offer'd 
again to take hold of her hand, and prefling it in 
= mine, 
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mine, a moment, faid I during this tender firug- 
-gle, ſuffer it a moment while I talk 
to and hear ſeem'd to comply rather 
thro” a fear nding than a deſire of pleaſing 
me. Alas! with the ſame ſadneſs of . 
heart, what have I to refuſe you? Is there 
any thing in my power which is not more pro- 
perly yours than mine ? No, no, I cou'd never 
have expected this. Her tears began to flow in 


H | 
greater abundance. During the confuſion of this 


Icene, I had ſome ſuſpicion of her ſincerity, and 
began to think her grief and oppoſition affected, 


[having often heard that moſt of the Turkiſh girls 
boaſt of not granting their favours till after a 


.Jong reſiſtance. But the fimplicity which I ob- 


ſerved in her ſorrows, and the ſhame of not an- 
ſwering the opinion which ſhe had of me if ſhe 
was ſincere, made me ſuppreſs my paſſions. See- 


ing her continue to hold down her head, don't 
be afraid faid I, to look upon me, but be aſſured 
that of all mankind I am the 2. 


ung you uneaſineſs, or of offering any violence 


to your inclinations. My defires are the natural 
effect of your charms, and I flatter d myſelf that 


you wou'd not refuſe me what you voluntarily 
ted to the Son of the Governor of Patras and 


a Cheriber. Our paſſions are not in our own 


power.----She interrupted me by an exclamati- 
on, which proceeded I thought from a heart full 


of anguiſh; and when I talk'd in a manner 


which I judged proper to pacify her, ſhe told me 


that I had filld up the meaſure of her grief. 
Not being able to gueſs at the cauſe of ſo odd 
a behaviour, and not daring to ſay a ſingle word 
more for fear of matters worſe, I en- 


treated her to tell me what I muſt do, what I 


muſt ſay to appeaſe the ſtorm I had raiſed, and 
dat to think me rng 
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know I did not mean to offend her. The man» 
ner in which I pronounced this requeſt, made her 
apprehend that ſhe had in dv wh diſpleaſed mg 

by her complaints. O! beſt of men, ſaid ſhe, 
(an expreſſion which is very common among the 
Turks) judge more favourably of the — 
of your unhappy Slave, and that it is impoſſible 
for you to do any thing with regard to me which 
fhall be calP'd an offence. But you have cleft my 
| Heart with grief. What I defire, adds ſhe, fince 
you permit me to explain my deſires, is to be left 
tomy own fad thoughts to night, and to give me 
leave to communicate them to you in the mor- 
but if there is too much preſumption in this 
requeſt of your Slave, wait at leaſt till you have 
heard before you condemn them. She attempted 
to throw herſelf at my feet, but I would not ſuf- 
fer her to do it; and riſing from the ſopha where 
I fate to hear her, I aſſumed as free and unconcer- 
ned an air as tho? I had never thoug . 
any propoſition of love. Lay alite terms, ſaid 
- which no longer ſuit your condition. You are ſo 
far from being a Slave, that you have an abſo- 
lute power over me, which I was but too willing 
to grant you. But I would ſcorn to owe your 
heart to - : W even tho* I had a right to 
make uſe of it. ou ſhall paſs this night, and the 
reſt of your life, if you pleaſe, with all the tran- 
quillity you ſeem to deſire. I immediately call'd 
her Slave, and bid her, without the leaſt paſſion, 
do herduty ; and retiring with the ſame apparent 1 
calmneſs, went into another apartment, and got 
inſtantly into bed. I had ſome remains of pertur- i 
bation which, notwithſtanding all my efforts, I 
cou'd not ſhake off; but I flatter'd myſelf that reſt = 
and fleep would ſoon rears the 2 
1 
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As ſoon as the darkneſs and ſilence of the night 
had begun to recollect my ſcatter'd ſenſes, all the 


cCircumſtances which had fo lately paſſed before 
my eyes, preſented themſelves in colours almoſt as 


lively to my imagination. As I had not loſt one 


word of what Theofa had faid, the firſt ſentiments 


which I felt in making a review of it, were with- 
out doubt indignation and confuſion. I cou'd al- 
ſo eaſily perceive that the readineſs with which I 
conſented to leave her to herſelf,and all the uncon- 
cernedneſs which I ſhow'd at quitting the room, 
were owing to the ſame cauſe ; and I confirmed 
this opinion by reproaching myſelf for my weak- 


neſs and folly. Ought I not to bluſh at — 


an inclination for a girl of this fort, and ſhou'd 
ſuffer a liking of her to proceed ſo far as to give 


me uneaſineſs and trouble? Is not Turky full of 


Slaves from whom I may expect the ſame plea- 
ſures? I have then, added I in ridicule of my 
own folly, been very near falling ſeriouſly in love 
with a girl whom I took out of a Seraglio at 
| Conſtantinople, and who was not perhaps admit- 
ted into that of Cheriber *till after ſhe had tried 
all the reſt. Coming afterwards to the refuſal 
which ſhe had made me of her favours after ha- 


ving been fo prodigal of them to I know not how 


many Turks, I was amazed at my exceſſive de- 
licacy which could ſet ſo high a price on the 
leavings of old Cheriber. But I thought it yet more 


admirable that Theofa ſhou'd fo ſoon have learnt 


the value of her charms, and that the firſt man 
to whom ſhe ſhould proffer to ſell them at fo dear 
a rate, ſhou'd be a Frenchman, and one too who 
had ſo much experience in the traffic of women. 
She hoped, faid I, from the good-natured air 
which appears in my face and manners, to make 
me her firſt cull ; and this young Coquet, who 
bad I thought ſo much ſimplicity and frankneſs, 

| ſuppoſes 
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ſuppoſes perhaps that ſhe had artifice enough to 
lead me where- ever ſhe pleaſes. 
After I had as it were ſatisfied my reſentment 
by theſe reflections, I came by degrets to conſider 
this matter throughly and with leſs paſſion. I re- 
view'd Theofa's whole conduct with regard to me, 
ſince I firſt ſaw her in Cheriber's Seraglio. Has 
ſhe ever by any word or action diſcover'd her in- 
tentions to be ſuch as I ſuppoſed they were? 
Have I not, on the contrary, been often ſurpriſed 
to ſee her ou and improve into maxims of the 
moſt refined morality the leaſt hints which I gave 
her of reflection; and have I not been even aſto- 
niſhed at the acuteneſs and energy of all her 
reaſonings ? She was indeed fometimes too full of 
them, and it was this kind of affectation perhaps 
which hinder'd me from thinking them ſincere, I 
| Jook'd upon them at moſt only as an exerciſe of 
her underſtanding, or as the effect of an infinite 
number of new impreſſions, which the account 
and explication of our maxims and cuſtoms were 
continually making on a lively and active imagi- 
nation. But why ſhou*'d I do her this injury, and 
not really believe, as ſhe has naturally a good dif- 
poſition and a great ſtrength of genius, that ſhe 
was ſeriouſly affected with a thouſand principles 
the ſeeds of which ſhe found in her own heart? 
Did ſhe not at once reject the offers of the Selic- 
tar? Did not ſhe delign to leave even me, to 
ſeek a place in Europe that might anſwer her 
views? And if ſhe afterwards conſented to de- 
liver herſelf up to my care, was it not natural for 
her to have ſuch a confidence in one to whom ſhe 
ow'd the ideas of virtue with which ſhe was fo 
much raviſhed? And wou'd ſhe not, in this caſe, 
merit eſteem and veneration ; and from whom 
maore than from me, who ſerved her at firſt with- 
out any views of intereſt ; and wo, of 
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her ſchemes of wiſdom by the 


would 38 himſelf — nia ——ů— 
I éſuppreſs d the reſt of this reflection, alarm'd at 
the greedineſs with which my heart aſſented to it. 
It was ever recurring to my mind till the moment 
| drop'd afleep | I was far * 


The firſt traces which I found in my memory 
in the morning, were thoſe enchanting ones which 
were impreſs'd upon it when I drop'd aſleep ; and 
They had taken ſuch deep root, that having, zs it 
were, effac'd thoſe of my firſt ſcheme, I had not 
the leaſt return of any defires which reſembled 
_ thoſe which had entertain'd for ſome days paſt. 

1 burnt © vich impatienceto ſee Theofa ; but it was 
in 
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in the hopes of ſeeing her ſuch as I had found ſo 


much pleaſure in ſuppoſing ſhe would ſoon be, 


or of ſeeing her at leaſt in a diſpoſition towards 
it. This deſire was violent enough to make me 
even apprehenſive of being deceived in my expec- 
tations. The moment I heard ſome body up in 
her apartment, I ſent to defire admittance. She 


bid her Slave deſire me to allow her time to get 


out of bed, but I made the more haſte to ſur- 
priſe her in it; tho with no other view than that 
of convincing her, by my moderation, of the 
change which the night had produced. She was in 
ſome confuſion at ſeeing me come fo ſoon, and 


laid the blame of my catching her in bed on the 
dilatorineſs of her Slave. I encouraged her by 


the modeſty of my words and behaviour, and left 


her no room to fear any thing from me. And 


yet how alluring, what a temptation to make me 


forget my reſolutions, the view of ſo many 


charms? 


| You promiſed me, faid I, very ſeriouſly, ſome 


explications which I long to hear ; but ſuffer 
them to be preceded by mine. To whatever de- 

fires I gave myſelf up yeſterday, you muſt know 
by the regard which I paid to yours, that I wou'd 


not obtain any thing of a woman which ſhe is not 
inclined voluntarily to grant me. I ſhall now add 


to this proof of my ſentiments a declaration which 
will confirm them: And it is this, that with 
whatever views you conſented to accompany me 
| hither, you ſhall always have full liberty to pur- 


ſue as you now have to explain them. Here 1 
ſtop'd ; and reſolved not to interrupt her *till ſhe 


had finiſhed her ſpeech. But I was ſurpriſed to 


ſee her caſt her eyes upon me and ſhed ſome tears; 


and when the uneaſineſs they gave me made me 
forget my reſolution, to afk her the occaſion of 
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them, my wonder was increaſed by her anſwer. 
She told me that no body's cafe was more lamen- 

table than hers, and that what I ſaid was the very 
evil which ſhe apprehended. I defired her to 
ſpeak more plainly. Alas ! faid ſhe, in making 
me this declaration of your ſentiments, what an 
injury you do mine ! After what paſt here laſt 
night, you cou'd not talk in this manner but by a 
chain of the ſame ideas; and I die with ſhame to 
find that I have ſucceeded fo ill, notwithſtanding 
all my efforts, in my endeavours to lay my whole 

ſoul before you. | 


<4 


ter ſtill more, I told her, with an equal frankneſs 
in my words and manner, that every thing which 
related to her ever fince I firft ſaw her, had been 
to me one continued riddle, which what ſhe had 
juſt ſaid render'd ſtill more impenetrable. Speak 
_ plainly, faid I; why ſhou'd you heſitate? To 
whom ſhou'd you unboſom yourſelf with greater 
confidence? »Vß 
It is your queſtions, anſwer'd ſhe at laſt, it is 
the neceſſity you lay me under of ſpeaking plain- 
ly which cauſes my uneaſineſs. What ! can you 
want to be told that I am the moſt wretched of 
my ſex? You, who have ſhewn me my ſhame, 
can you be ſurpriſed that I am inſupportable to 
myſelf, and feek to hide me from the eyes of o- 
thers. Ah ! what is the vrhich I ought to 
act for the future? Ought I to comply with your 
deſires or thoſe of the Seliftar, when all the truths 
you have taught me, condemn them? Or fhou'd 
i go in queſt of a country of which you have fo 
much extoll'd the cuſtoms and manners, and 
there find, in the practice of all the virtues which 
I have been a flr:1ger to, a perpetual reproach 
ef my infamy? I made an attempt however to 
| | | quit 


This complaint ſerving only to darken the mats 
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quit this land of corruption; being equally deſir- 
ous to fly from thoſe who ruin'd the innocence 
my youth, and from' you who taught me to be 
ſenſible of my loſs. t whither wou'd my re- 
morſe and confuſion have lead me ! I perceive but 
too plainly that I ſhou'd, without a guide or pro- 
tection, have plunged at every ſtep I took into 
new diſaſters. Your intreaties ſtop'd me: Tho? 

was more formidable to me than all others, 
cauſe you knew the whole extent of my ſhame 
and wretchedneſs ; tho” every look ſeem'd a fen- 


. tence to condemn me, yet I conſented to return 


with you. Does the patient, faid I, to encourage 
myſelf to it, bluſh at the fight of his wounds? 
Beiides, being convinced of the imprudence of 
my intended voyage, I flatter d myſelf that you 
wou'd ſoon ſecure me a ſaſer method of depart- 
inz. And yet it is you who drive me towards the 
precipice from which you dcliver'd me. You 
whom I look'd upon as my Maſter in virtue, en- 
deavour to entice me back to vice; and this is the 
more dangerous to my weakneſs, becauſe if - it 
cou'd have any charm for me, it would be when 
preſented by you. Alas! Did I ill make known 
my meaning, or did you only pretend not to ap- 
rehend me ? The narrow limits of my under- 
| ſtanding, the confuſion of my ideas and expreſſi- 
ons, did perhaps make you miſconſtrue my ſenti- 
ments; but if by my preſent efforts to explain 
you begin, to comprehend them, be not offended 
with the effect your own lectures have had upon 
my heart. Tho' you ſhou'd have changed your 
principles ; yet as I plainly perccive that it is my 
duty to perſevere in them, I earneſtly conjure 
you to permit me to do it. * 


" 
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This ſpeech, of which J only relate what I re- 
member moſt diſtinctly, was long enough to give 
me time to comprehend all its force and to pr 
my anſwer to it. As I was full of the reflections 
which employed me all night, I was fo far from 
being offended at Theofa's reproaches, ſentiments 
and reſolutions, that I was, on the contrary, quite 
charm'd at finding them ſo conformable to the o- 
pinion which T had of them. And indeed the idea 


—— which I began to conceive of her, and the virtuous 


ſatisfaction which I felt from it, gather'd ſtrength 
all the time ſhe was ſpeaking ; and had ſhe been 


ever ſo little attentive to my behaviour, ſhe would | 


have obſerved that I heard every word ſhe utter d 
with ſigns of joy and applauſe, My anſwer, 
however, was calm and moderate, that I might 
not ſeem to conclude ſo ſerious a conference with 
an air of levity or paſſion. Dear Theofa, ſaid I, 
in the fulneſs of my heart, you have humbled me 
by your complaints, which, I own, I was yeſter- 
day far from foreſeeing; but J had ſome preſage 
of them when I made you this viſit, and came 
prepared to plead guilty. If you aſk me the occa- 
fion of my crime, it was the difficulty I found to 
perſuade myſelf of the truth of what I hear with 
fo much admiration, and what wou'd ſtill have 
ſeemed incredible, had I not fo inconteſtable a 
roof of it. That my eſteem of you was not 
equal *till now to my admiration, is my ſhame 
and reproach. Alas]! when one conſiders how 
rare the love of virtue and how hard the practice 
of it is even in countries the moſt favour'd by 
Heaven, is it eaſy to believe that one of your 
age, juſt come out of a Seraglio, and in the heart 
of Turky, cou'd fo ſuddenly form fo perfect an 
idea and have fo quick a relith of it? What did I 
do, what did I ſay to inſpire you with it? Cou'd 
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ſome caſual reflections on our cuſtoms and man- 
ners give ſuch a happy turn to your heart? No, 
no, you are indebted for it to no body but your- 
ſelf; and the wrong bias you received from the 
force of cuſtom, is a misfortune of your birth 
and education, for which you are not at all ac- 
countable. 5 
The inference which I would draw from all 
this, continued I with the ſame moderation, is 
| that you would be as unjuſt in being offended wih 
\ my views, ſince it was not eafy for me fo ſudden- 
| ly to comprehend yours, as in believing it poſſible 
for me on account of what is paſt to refuſe you 
the efteem which you will merit by a conduct wor- 
thy of your ſentiments. Lay aſide all thoughts of 
your intended voyage: As you are fo young and 
have ſo little experience of the world, the event 
of it can't be happy. The Europeans who have 
ſuch juſt notions of virtue, don't practice it better 
than the Turks: Paſſions and vice are the growth 
of every clime. But if you have any confidence 
in my promiſes, you will find yourſelf ſafe and 
happy with me, whoſe ſentiments have already 
changed their nature, and who will ſtudy nothing 
more ardently than to perfe&t yours. My houſe 
ſhall be your aſylum, my example teach all my 
ſervants to reſpect you, and my friendſhip be al- 
ways ready to aſſiſt you; and if you have received 
any light from my counſek, they may not perhaps 
be altogether uſeleſs for the future. 5 
She view'd me with fo penſive an air that I in 
vain endeavour'd to read in her looks whether ſhe 
was ſatisfied with my anſwer. I even apprehen- 
_ ded by her filence, that ſhe ſtill doubted of my 
fincerity, and did not dare, after the proof I had 
given of my weakneſs, to rely upon my pro- 


. 4 
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account. Can I think it poſſible, replied ſhe aftey 
a long ſilence, for you who have ſuch juſt notions 
of virtue and know my errors and infamy, to look 
without contempt upon me? I have confeſs d and 
do not repent my confeſſing them to you. TwWas 
but what I ow'd to the deſire you expreſſed of 
ing the hiſtory of my misfortunes. But am 
I not therefore obliged to avoid you? Can I be 
too far from thoſe who have it in their power to 
reproach me? I was no longer maſter of my tem- 
per. I interrupted her, and all my affected mo- 
——— forſook me. And my complaints = 
e moving, and m ments v ua- 
5 11 forced Think * that the 
more I underſtood the worth of virtue, the more 
I muſt neceſſarily admire ſuch ſentiments as hers. 
I made her comprehend that contempt, according 
to the rules of right reaſon, is due only to volun- 
tary faults, and that what ſhe call'd her infamy 
and errors did not deſerve thoſe terms ; fince 4 
wou' d be ſuppoſing her to know before her eonfe - 
rence with me in the Seraglio what ſhe did not 
know till afterwards. Promiſing at length to have 
an everlaſting eſteem for her, and to uſe my ut- 
moſt endeavours to _ the work ＋ — 
fo happily begun, I obliged myſelf by a n 
vow to hat her £8 nts men only to Bo 
evento hate and deſpiſe me, if I ever infringed 
any articles which ſhe ſhou'd think proper to im- 
poſe upon me. And to take away all appearance 
of equivocation, I immediately made her a 
plan, every particular of which I ſubmitted en- 
 tirely to her. This houſe, ſaid I, ſhall be the 
place of your abode, and you ſhall order all the 
affairs of it juſt as you pleaſe. I will never ice 
ou without your leave, you ſhall have no viſiters 
kat ſuch as you think proper to receive, 8 
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thing profitable or amuſing ſhall be wanting. 


And as you diſcover fo great an inclination for 
every thing which may rectify the underſtanding 
or purify the heart, I deſign that you fhall learn 
our language, which will immediately make you 
familiar with an infinite number of excellent au- 
thors. You ſhall ſubſtract from my propoſitions 
or add to them whatever you pleaſe, and ſhall be 
_ to have all your deſire punctually perform- 
Neither I nor Theofa at all attended to the 
cauſe of the warmth which animated all my pro- 
poſals. My frankneſs appeared to her a ſufficient 
reaſon for complying with them. She told me 
that ſhe ow'd every thing to my generoſity, was 
9 we of her unworthineſs, but ſhou'd 
think herſelf exceedingly happy in accepting of 
my offers, provided I was faithful in the perfor- 
mance of them. I know not what enabled me to 
ſubdue my inclination to throw myſelf on my 
knees at her bed-fide, and thank her for her con- 
ſent as a favour. We will begin immediately, 
faid I, with more rapture than I would — 
have diſcover d, and you ſhall one day find that 1 
merit your confidence. 
I was very ſincere in this. I left her without 
ſo much as venturing to kiſs her hand, tho? as ſhe 
has the handſomeſt in the world, my defires due 
ring this converſation prompted me a thouſand 
times todo it. My deſign was to return immedi- 


ately to — wg e, as well to procure her 

— thing which I thought proper to amuſe her 
In her retirement, as to allow her time to ſettle 
her authority and put the houſe in what order ſhe 
' Pleaſed. I declared my intentions to the few Ser- 
vants whom I left there to attend her. Bema, 
whom I ſent for to * order, delzzed leave 


a. 
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to ſpeak with me in private, and greatly priced 
me by what ſhe ſaid. She told me * ho Ii 
and power which I gave her Miſtreſs, made her 
Plainly ſee that I was not acquainted with the 
character of. her Country-women ; that the expe- 
rience which ſhe had gain'd by living in ſeveral Se- 
raglioes enabled her to aſſiſt a Stranger with her 
counſels ; that the fidelity to which ſhe was o- 
bliged by her condition, wou'd not ſuffer her to 
conceal what I had to apprehend from ſo young 
and beautiful a Miſtreſs as Theofa ; that I ought 
in ſhort to have little dependance on her virtue, if 
inſtead of leaving her an abſolute authority, I did 
not commit her to the care of ſome faithful Slave; 


that this was the cuſtom of all the Turkiſh Lords 


in general; and if I thought her proper for this 
truit, that ſhe would be ſo vigilant and zealous 
that I ſhou'd never have any cauſe to repent of 
Aer 

„Tuo, I bad never obſerved that Bema had capa= 


Gol lan think 11 to 12 
over her; yet I took a medium between the ad- 
Mer and the method which I had 
reſobved on. I don't act, faid I to Bema, upon 
the maxims of 1 and beſides I have 
no power which wou'd authoriſe me to preſcribe 
Laws to Theofa. But if you are capable of acting 
with any diſcretion, I wou'd willingly commit to 
you the care of having a watchful eye over her 
conduct. Your reward ſhall be proportipn'd to 
your ſervices, or rather to your prudence; for I 
abſolutely inſiſt, added I, upon your never letting 
Theofa perceive that I have given you any ſuch 
commiſſion. Bema ſeem'd to be fo highly fatisfi- 
ad with my . that I ou d hare ſuſpected 


Fo — - 
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her, had not the perſons of whom 1 had her, gi- 
ven me as good a character of her diſcretion as of 
her fidelity. And then the execution of ſuch a 
— . of ei- 

What I was the moſt thoughtful about as I re- 
turned to the City, was the difficulty of ſatisfying 
the Selictar, who wou'd ſoon know that Theofa 
had quitted the Language Maſter's, and that I had 
granted her a retreat at my houſe. I was preſent- 
ly eaſy with regard to her, fince ſhe was very ſe- 
cure there ; and without examining what I promi- 
fed myſelf for that, concluded that I need not, 
| Whatever were the ſentiments of my heart, give 
myſelf any pain about them for the future. But 
not being able to avoid coming to an explanati- 
on with the Selictar, the reafons which I thought 
over night capable of ſatisfying him, loſt their 
weight even with me as the time of my endea- 
vouring to make him approve them drew near. 
That on which I had the greateſt dependance, was 

the fear of her father, who wou'd have a better 
pretence than ever, not only to exclude her 
from his family but allo to ſollicit her puniſhment, 
if ſhe ſhou'd voluntarily engage in an amour with 
a Turk. She was ſafer in her circumſtances, un- 
der my protection than that of the Selictar. I 

cou'd not however own that ſhe was at my houſe, 
without laying myſelf under a neceſſity of ſeeing 
him there as often as he pleated: And ih s wou d 
be as great a torment to Theofa as to me. In 
this perplexity I purſu'd a quite different and per- 
haps the only method which cou'd have ſucceeded 


with ſo generous a man as the S-lictar : I went 
directly to his houſe ; and preventing all his que- 
time to make my avoid-. 
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ing a breach with him more difficult by his com- 
plaints, I told him that the motive which made 
the young Greek reject his offers, was her avow'd 
deſign and zeal to live in the practice of virtues 
which are little known among women in Turky. 
I informed him how greatly I was ſurpriſed at her 
reſolution, and that I cou'd not think it ſincere 
till I had a ſufficient proof of it; that I admired 
ſuch noble ſentiments in one of her age, and was 
reſolved to afford her all the aſſiſtance I cou'd to 
mature and bring them to perfection; and that I 
knew him too well to doubt of his inclination to 
promote my deſign. I guarded this ſpeech with 
all the art and precaution which I was maſter of, 
and was ſorry only for the laſt part of it. The 
Selictar anſwer'd my expectations by proteſting 
that he revered ſuch ſentiments as . 
Theofa's to be, and that he never deſign'd to ex- 
clude them from the commerce in which he pro- 
poſed to engage her; but taking occaſion from 
what I had ſaid of my good opinion of him, he 
aſſured me that his paſhon increaſed with his ef- 
teem, and that he would give her more ſenſible 
proofs than ever of the great regard which he had 
for her. Not being able toget clear of the propo- 
ſition which he made of going along with me now 
and then to Oru, I offer'd him the fame liber- 
ty as the reſt of my friends; but under the fame. 
reſtriction of not obliging Theota to admit of 
any viſits but ſuch as fhe pleaſed, ſince this was 
one of her ptivileges which I had ſworn to keep 
Tho' I might juftly | reproached myſelf 
with a 3 of which I ſaw the Selictar was 
_ reſolved to make an advantage, yet I was fo 
well pleaſed with having thus fairly. got 
vid of my fcruples with regard to him, — 
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lock'd upon the pain of ſeeing him at Oru as 


nothing. He wou'd have had grounds of com- 
plaint if I had heſitated about granting him that 
ſatisfaction; and ſuſpicions, Sainſt which his 
own integrity and the opinion which he had of 


mine had hitherto been a ſufficient defence, might 


have riſen in his mind, and foon have proved the 
bane of our friendſhip. I thought of nothing 
when I left him but of performing the promiſes 
which I had made Theofa. As I knew her taſte 
for Painting, which had hitherto been confined 
to the repreſentations of flowers only, according 
toa law which forbids the Turks n of all A- 
nimals, I look'd out for a Maſter who was able 
to teach her Deſign and Portrait. In my choice 
of Maſter, for other European Arts _ Exer- 


 Ciſes, a thought came into my head which I op- 


poſed for a long while, but which at liſt got the | 
better of all my objections. As I was perſuaded 


that young Condoidi was her brother, it ſeem'd 
Natural to aſſociate them in their educating ; eſ- 


pecially as moſt of the Maſters I had ovided for 
one, wou'd be wanted by the other. is deſign 
ſuppoſed Condoidi's living at Oru; but far from 
thinking this an objection, I was on 299 


pleaſed with being able to give Theofa 
companion, who might banifh every thing which which. 


| is diſtaſteful in ſolitude. But to be i ingenuous, 


my ideas were not very clear with regard to the 


chief difficulty which I had to encounter, and. 


this was perhaps the obligation I thought myſelf 
under to keep him at a diſtance from her. Had I 


| fifted this thoroughly, I might have ſtarted others. 


which I might have thought more reaſonable and 
have ſubmitted to. My thoughts were very con- 


* and I did not 25 own even * 
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that the preſence of this youth would often de- 
prive me of the liberty of being alone with Theo- 
fa; but being reſolved religiouſly to perform 
all my promiſes, I ſoon got over this difficul- 


' Synefius (that was young Condoidi's name) was 


greatly rejoiced to hear what my eſteem and incli- 
nation prompted me to do for his ſiſter, and 
did not ſeem lefs pleas'd with my deſign of let- 
ting them live together, and cf having them 
inſtructed by the ſame Maſters. I ſent him the 
fame day to Oru, with every thing which I de- 

ed for Theofa's amuſement, Old Condoidi 
who knew that I had taken his fon and had been, 
while I was abſent, to thank me for it, eame again 
as ſoon as Syneſius ſent him word of my arri- 


val. I was fully convinced by his behaviour that 


Syneſius had, according to my orders, faithfully 


_ concealed the motive of my conduct. I took 


this opportunity to renew my ſuit in favour of 
Theofa, but preſently found that it was to no 


purpoſe. The obſtinate old Gentleman immedi- 


ately told me, that his religion and honour wou'd 


not permit him to own a daughter who had been 
brought up in a Seraglio. The offer which I made to 
obviate all his diffieulties, by engaging myſelf to 


perform all the offices of a father with regard to 
was ſo inflexible and provoked me fo much, that 


ſpare him the trouble of viſiting me for the future, 


and that I never deſired mga my houſe a- 


in. f | 
I did not return to Oru *till the next day, My 
impatience to ſee 'Theofa was very great; and I 
thought, — * 


her, did not ſeem to ftagger him in the leaſt. He 
I plzinly told him that I ſhou'd very willingly 
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ſigns upon her, that I might very conſiſtently with 

her notions of virtue and all my promiſes, indulge 
myſelf in the innocent ſatisfaction of her com- 

pany. This kind of liberty which I allow'd my- 
ſelf, hinder'd me from knowing what a refuſal of 
it wou'd have coſt me. I found Syneſius with 

her, both of them eager at their exerciſes, and al- 
moſt equally ſenſible of Fay favour in permitting 
them to live together. I admired in Theofa an air 
of tranquillity which feem'd to ariſe from the 
ſatisfaction of her heart, and to have quicken'd 
the natural life of her complection. deſired 
to know of Bema what uſe her Miſtreſs had made 
of the authority I had given her. This Slave, 
who was piqued at having fo little herſelf, did not 
dare to accuſe Theofa of having abuſed hers. She 
repeated however all the reaſons which ſhe had 
before urged to make me apprehend that ſhe 
wou'd doit. The cauſe of her zeal was ſo vi- 
ſible, that I intreated her with a ſmile not to 
make herſelf quite ſo uneaſy. She ed, 
from what the perſons who bought her for me 
faid, that I ſhou'd have given her a fort of do- 
minion over Theofa ; and this mark of confi- 
dence with which ſhe had been honour'd in a 


" Seraglio, is the higheſt diſtinction for a Slave. I told 


her that the Turkiſh cuſtoms were not a rule for a 


_ Fnckman, and Giond hir for the fite of her 


own quiet to bea little more pliable with re- 
gard to ours. She did not venture to com- 
lain, but was from that minute an enemy of 
Theofa and me, and eaſily found an opportuni- 
2 make us feel the effects of her diſplea- 
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| The buſineſs of my Employment allowing me 
——— 
the pleaſantne's of the Seaſon a pretence 
for ſpending ſome weeks in the Country. I 
was at firſt apprehenſive leſt Theofa ſhou'd be too 
rigorous with regard to my promiſe of never ſee- 
ing her without her leave. But thinking I ob- 
ſerved that ſhe was on the contrary pleaſed with 
my company, I forgot and. devoted myſelf for 
ſeveral days entirely to her, and had by this 
means 2 nearer view of all the perfections with 
which Nature had adorned her "a. She 
received ſrom me the firſt leſſons of our Language, 
and ſoon made a ſurpriſing progreſs in it. I had 
told her what advantages ſhe would receive from 
reading, and ſhe was very impatient to be able to 
underſtand a French Author. I was not leſs fo 
than ſhe, and ſatisfied her curioſity in ſome mea- 
ſure beforehand, by giving her an imperfect ſketch 
of what ſhe might expect to find in a better me- 
thod and more at large in our beſt Writers. I did 
not drop a word concerning the ſentiments of 
my heart, but was as it were intoxicated with the 
innocent pleaſure of hearing and ſeeing her. I 


ſhou'd a been fearful of leſſening the confi- _ 


dence which ſhe repoſed in me by any return of 
my weakneſs ; and what appeared ftrange even to 
me, I found myſelf fo little diſquieted by that 
_ warmth of conſtitution which makes the privation 
of certain plea troubleſome enough to perſons 

of my age, that I renounced them without pain, 
and even without thinking of tho' I had 
very ftrict laws upon 
myſelf with regard to women, eſpecially in a 
Country where the calls of Nature ſeem to in- 
creaſe. with the liberty of. ſatisfying them. 1 
| &. . ; 
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the pleaſures of ſo delightful a life. I had pre- 
pared my Ward for his viſits; and being willing to 
accuſtom her to look upon the company of men 
with other eyes than the Turkiſh women, who 
think they can have no correſpondence with them 
without love, I deſired her to receive with polite- 
neſs a man whoſe eſteem was an honour, and 
Whoſe love cou'd give her no grounds of diſquiet. 
He anſwer' d the good opinion which J had of him 
by fo modeſt a behaviour, that I wonder'd at tho® 
I did not well underſtand the nature of his ſenti- 
ments ; for the only means by which he cou'd 
have any hopes of gratifying them, being cut off 
| by his own agreement as well as Theofa's refuſal, 
he cou'd promiſe himſelf nothing for the future, 
and enjoy d at preſent only the pleaſure of a grave 
converſation, and even this was ſhorter than he 

deſired. Theoſa, who had the complaiſance to 
entertain him as often as he came to Oru, had not 
always enough to tire herſelf with him. When 

he tarried too long, ſhe: quitted us to reſume her 


exerciſes with her brother; and the Selictar in her 


| abſence perſecuted me with tedious details of his 
_ paſſion. As he had no ſettled ſcheme but confined 
| himſelf to vague expreſſions of his admiration and. 
defires, I was at laſt perſuaded that he had ſome 
reliſh and was reſolved to make an experiment of 
the refined ſpecies of love he had often heard me 
mention, which is ſeated in the heart and is fo 
little known in Turky. And yet how was it 
potkble to conceive that he ſhou'd limit himſelf to 
the pleaſure of exerciſing his heart by tender ſenti- 
ments, without diſcovering more regret and im- 
| _ at not being able to obtain the leaſt re» 
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I received his viſits with the leſs uncaſineſs, be- 
cauſe the compariſon which I made between his 


fite and my own always flatter'd the diſpoſition 
which I ſecretly eheriſh'd in my heart. But I 
was very much ruffled after another diſcovery 


which I did not owe to myſelf, and which haften'd - 


that of ſeveral others which greatly imbitter'd the 


reſt of mv life. I had been about ſix weeks at 


Oru, and having conftantly obſerved every thing 
which was tranſacted in my houſe, was charmed 
with the peace and fatisfaction which reigned 
there. Syneſius was continually with Theofa, and 
I was from her as ſeldom as he. I never obſerved 
any thing in their friendſhip inconſiſtent with my 
opinion of the nearneſs of their relation; or ra- 
ther not having the leaſt doubt about it, I cou'd 
not conceive any ſuſpicions from their familiarity. 


Sy neſius whom I treated with all the tenderneſs of 
a ſon, and whoſe fweetneſs of temper really made 
him worthy of it, came to me one day when 1 


was all alone in my own apartment. After ſome 
diſcourſe about indifferent matters, he fell with- 
out deſign upon the difficulty which his father 

made about owning Theofa ; and talking in a 


ſtrain which I had never heard from him before, 


told me, notwithſtanding the pleaſure he fhou'd 
feel in believing he had fo amiable a ſiſter, that he 
cou'd not thoroughly perfuade himſelf that he was 
her brother. My attention being awaken'd by a 
declaration which I fo little expected, I gave him 
time to proceed. The confeſſion of the wretch, 
faid he, who was executed aceording to the ſen- 


tence of the Cadi, was ſufficient to warrant my 


father's refuſal. What intereſt cou'd a man who 


was threaten'd with death have to diſſemble with 
regard to Theofa's father; and was it not evident 
Lr 
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die] with her mother, that he only changed his 
note to bribe the Judge by an infamous offer to 


fave his life, or to delay the execution of his ſen- 


tence ? Neither is it more probable, added Syne- 


ſius, that ſo accompliſhed a perſon as Theofa 


ſhou'd be the daughter of ſuch a villain. It is 
however manifef that ſhe can't be Paniota Con- 
doidi's, and a thouſand circumſtances which I re- 


member to have heard in the family, always hin- 
der'd me from really believing her to be my 


fiſter. 
T ho' Syneſius ſeem'd to be very ſincere in what 
he ſaid, yet a converſation which he brought upon 


the carpet himſelf, and which was ſo oppoſite to 


the affection which he had always ſhow'd to The- 


ofa, gave me very extraordinary ſuſpicions, I 


knew that he had wit enough to be capable of ar- 
_ tifice, and remember'd the Selictar's proverb con- 


cerning the ſincerity of the Greeks. I immedi- 
ately concluded therefore that there was ſome 


change in the heart of Syneſius which I was igno- 
rant of, and whether it proceeded from hatred or 


love, that he did not ſee Theofa with the ſame 


eyes as formerly. I did not think, after this dif- 
covery, that I had much reaſon to be apprehenſive 


of being the dupe of one of his age. And re» 


ſolving to make him diſcover his inclinations, 
without letting him perccive my deſign, I pretend- 


ed to yield, more eaſily perhaps than he expected; 


to the difficulties which he had laid before me. I 
am not more certain than you, ſaid I, with re- 
gard to Theofa's birth ; and think after all that a 


neceſſary proof concerning it is wanting, and that 


is the acknowledgment of your family. And 
fince you all _—_ not to own her, ſhe ought no 
longer to inſiſt on her pretenſions. This anſwer 


gave him a ſatisfaction, of which I eaſily * 


| 
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the cauſe. But as he was preparing without doubt 


to confirm what he had ſaid by ſome new proof, 
I added ; if you are as fully perſuaded as you feem 
ty be, that ſhe is not your ſiſter, I will not only not 

have you call her . but ſhou'd be ſorry to lay you 
under a neceſſity of living any longer with her: 


You ſhall return this evening to Conſtantinople. 


This ſpeech threw him into great confuſion, and 
the cauſe of it was not harder to be underſtood 


than that of his joy. I did not give him time to 


recover himſelf. As you muſt "know, added I, 
that it was the regard which I have for her which 


induced me to receive you into my houſe, you 


muſt naturally conclude that I ſhall not keep you 
now the reaſon of my taking you ceaſes. I will 


therefore give ay for the conduQing you back 
to your father's this evening. 


aving ſaid every thing which I thought capable 


of ſhewing the heart of Syneſius, I concluded, 
to ke much notice of the con». W 


without ſeeming 
ftraint he was uuder, by telling him that he would 
do well to go and take his leave of Theofa, ſince 


there was little probability of his ever ſeeing her 


again. After he had twenty times changed colour, 


and been confounded to a degree that moved my 
_ Pity, he proteſted with a trembling voice that his 


doubts concerning the birth of his ſiſter wou'd by 
no means leſſen the love and eſteem which he had 
for her; that he look'd upon her, on the con- 

, 2s the mol dds ute of der for, and 


ted to live with 
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his own, His warmth and eagerneſs, which laid 
his heart quite bare before me and made it impoſ- 
| fible for me to be deceived, raiſed another ſuſ- 
picion which made me very uneaſy. Brother or 
not, ſaid I to myſelf, if this youth is in love with 
Iheoſa, and has impoſed upon me till now, how 
can I be ſure that ſhe has not conceived the fame 
paſſion for him, and been as artful in concealing 
it? Who can tell if it be not by agreement that 
they endeavour to get rid of an uneaſy clog, 
which hinders them from gratifying their deſires? 
This thought which was confirmed by every cir- 
eumſtance, fo depreſfs'd me with anguith that 1 
ſnhou'd not have ſucceeded better than Sy neſius in 
concealing it, had I not told him that I wanted to 
be alone, and that I wou'd ſee him again by and 
| by. But my agony did not hinder me from 
watching whether he went directly to Theofa's 
apartment; for I might I thought gather ſome» 
thing from the eagerneſs which I ſuppoſed he had 
ee account of our converſa- 
tion. t I ſaw him enter very ſorrowful into the 
garden, whither he doubtleſs went to give a looſe 
to his grief of having ſucceeded ſo ill in his de- 
fign ; but his trouble muſt be extreme indeed if it 
_exceeded mine. | | | 
My firſt care was to ſend for Bema, whoſe ob- 
ſervations I ſuppoſed wou'd give me ſome farther 
light into this affair. But ſhe pretended to know 
nothing about it; and as ſhe always thought that 
Syneſius was Theofa's brother, I was perſuaded at 
Litt that ſhe had made no remarks on their famili- 
ity, becauſe ſhe had never turn'd her ſuſpicions 
that way. I reſolved to found Theofa in as fly a 
manner as I had Synefius. As I was ſure that he 
had not ſeen her ſince he quitted me, I firſt of all 
felt her pulſe about my deſign of ſending him 
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home to his father. She was much ſurpriſed at it; 
but when I added that the only reaſon of my diſ- 
pleaſure againſt him, was the difficulty which he 
made of owning her any longer for his ſiſter, ſhe 
cou'd not help ſhowing a great deal of concern. 
How little, ſaid ſhe, are men to be depended 
upon | He never expr:{s'd more eſteem and friend- 


ſhip for me than for ſome days paſt, This com- 
plaint was ſo natural and the reflections which ſhe 


join'd with it fo artleſs, that my ſuſpicions imme- 


diately vaniſhed and were ſucceeded by the utmoſt 
confidence. I am inclined to think, faid I, that 
you have inſpired him with love, and that he finds 


_ himſelf incommoded by a title which does not 
ſuit with his inclinations, Theofa interrupted me 


by ſuch pathetic exclamations that I wanted no 


other proof to confirm me in my opinion of her. 
What do I hear! What! do you think, ſays ſhe, 
that he has any ſentiments for me but thoſe of a 


brother? To what have you expoſed me? 


And telli e with a ſurpriſi licity all 
Sn 


ſpoke. Syneſius had obtain'd careſſes and favours 
- were ſufficient to render his ſituation as a 

er exceedingly happy. He had been cunning 
enough to perſuade her that it was an eſtabliſned 


cuſtom among brothers and ſiſters to give and re- 
ceive a thouſand marks of an innocent affection ; 


and upon this principle he had accuſtomed her not 
only to live with him in the greateſt familiarity, 
but even continually to ſatisfy his paſſion by a very 

free uſe of her charms. Her hands, her lips, her 
boſom had been as it were the inheritance of the 
enamoured Syneſius. I drew all theſe confeſſions 
from Theofa one after another, and was ſecured 
from the apprehenſion of greater freedoms only 


6 


e gave me a 
detail which made me tremble at every word ſhe 
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by the frankneſs with which ſhe own'd and regret- 
ted thoſe which were paſt. All the boaſted pre- 
cepts of wiſdom cou'd not defend me from ſe- 
verer anguiſh than I had ever known before ! 


Ah! Theofa, ſaid I, you have no feeling of the 
woes which you inflict upon me. I do myſelf 


the greateſt violence in leaving you miſtreſs of 
your heart; but if you beſtow it on another, 
your cruelty will occaſion my death. 

I had never ſpoke ſo plainly to her before: And 
ſhe was ſo ſtruck with what I ſaid that ſhe bluſh- 


ed, and holding down her head, you will not 


impute to me as a crime, ſaid ſhe, what proceed- 
ed only from my ignorance ; and if you think 
as well of me as I endeavour to deſerve, you will 
not ſuppoſe me capable of doing for another what 
I never did for you. My forrows made me penſive 
and filent. Beſides, I ſaw nothing in Theofa's 
anſwer which gave me any reaſon to be ſatisfied 
with the declaration I had made. What cou'd I 
hope for, if ſhe continued firm to her principles 
of virtue; or what, if {he had forgotten them in 
favour of Syneſius? This reflection, or rather the 
coldneſs of her anſwer, reviving all my uneaſineſs, 
J left her, with an air of anger rather than fond- 
neſs, to go and rid myſelf of Syneſius. 8 

He was come out of the garden; and when I 
order'd a Servant to call him to me, I was told 
that he was in my apartrzent. But J received at 
the ſame time ſome advices from Conſtantinople 
which greatly alarm'd me for ſome of my beſt 
friends, Word was ſent me by an Expreſs, that 
the Aga of the Janiſſaries had been arreſted the 
night before, upon ſome ſuſpicions wiich con- 
cern'd nothing leſs than the life of the Grand 


Seignior ; and that the Selictar and the Boſtangi 


Bachi, who were accounted his greateſt friends, 


The Fair Gx ren. 


tary, from whom I received this advice, added to 
me conjectures of his own. He ſuppoſed, he 
id, as the Boſtangi Bachi had ſo much power 
influence in the Grand Seignior's Seraglio, 
his enemies would not make any attempt 
upon his perſon ; but that he was the more con- 
vinced by this that they would not ſpare his 


friends, among whom the Seliftar, Cheriber, 


Dely Azet, — Prelga, Montel Olizun, 


| end vcd eddie Lincs who were my friends as 
well as his, held the firſt rank. He hereupon 


aſked me, whether I would ing in 
their favour, or whether I would not at leaft 
ſome how or other ſhelter them from the Guiger 
with which they were threaten d. The only at 
tempt which I cou'd make to ferve them, war's 
be to ſollicit the Grand Viſir in their behalf; but 


if they were accuſed of treaſon againſt the Go- 


vernment, I foreſaw that my ſollicigations would 
be little __ By /d . 1 danger 
was meant ſomething more. 
flight which I cou'd readily procure them, it was 
eaſy for me to do ſome of them the fame ſervice 
which my Predeceffor made no difficulty of doing 
Mahomet Oſtun, viz. to receive them privately 


into my houſe till the ſtorm ſhou'd be over; and 


in a Country where reſentment vaniſhes after the 
firſt heat, they who eſcape at firſt are ſeldom in 
much danger afterwards. The duties however of 
my Employment not ſuffering me always to ſerve 

my friends without ſome precautions, I reſolved 
to return immediately — to ſatis- 


_ fy myſelf with regard to the truth of all theſe 

events. 
But as I was reading this account, I ſaw Syne- 
kus, who was indeed waiting for me, and whoſe 
timorous 


of the fame fate. My Secre- 


Beſides the means of 
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timorous looks ſeem'd to be a prelude to ſome 
new ſcene. As ſoon as he ſaw that I had read my 
Letters, he prevented the reproaches with which I 
was going to load him, by throwing himſelf at my 
feet, with an air of humiliation which is no 
trouble to the Greeks ; and by conjuring me to 
forget every thing which he had ſaid concerning 
Theofa's birth, and to permit him, as he was 
more diſpoſed then ever to own her for his fiſter, 
to continue to live at Oru. He cou'd not con- 
_ ceive, added he, how it had been poſſible for him 
to doubt a moment of a truth which he felt fo 


deeply imprefs'd on his heart; and reſolved, not- 


withſtanding the injuſtice of his father, publick- 
ly to maintain that Theofa was his filter. I cou'd 
eaſily ſee thro” the artifice of the young Greek, 
who as he had got nothing by it, was willing to 
preſerve at leaſt the pleaſures of which he was in 


poſſeſſion. They did not give him much remorſe, 
ſince he had enjoy'd them fo long with fo much 
dit was evidently with a deſign of 


tranquility ; an 
carrying them farther, that he had endeavour'd 
to free himſelf from the troubleſome title of bro- 
ther. But all his hopes were ruin'd by my an- 
ſwer. I told him, without reproaching him with 


his love, that truth being independent of his de- 


nying or owning it, I ſhould not form my opi- 


nion with regard to his ſiſter's birth from what 


he had faid and unſaid with ſo much levity ; but 
that I ſhou'd draw a much more infallible con- 
eluſion from it with reſpect to himſelf : that the 
tongue in vain retracts what the heart has utter'd ; 
and that I look'd upon him, to tell him in one 


word what I thought of him, as a pitiful equi- 


vocating ſcoundrel, who had acknowledged him- 


felf for Theofa's brother, who had diſowned the 


| title and offer d to take it again, for much more 


deſpicable 
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deſpicable reaſons than thoſe of his father. It was, 
I own, my reſentment which made me give him 
| theſe hard names. I wou'd not ſuffer him to 
make any reply, and calling one of my Dome- 
ſtics, order'd him to conduct him back immedi- 
_ ately to Conſtantinople. I left him without re- 
garding his trouble and confuſion ; and remem- 
bring the permiſſion which I had given him to 
take his leave of his ſiſter, I revok'd it, and abſo- 
lutely commanded him to depart without ſo much 
as ſeeing her. 5 

Truſting the execution of my orders to my Do- 
meſtics, I got immediately into my chariot, which 
I had order'd to be got ready as ſoon as I had 
read my Letters, and went to Conſtantinople to 
get farther informations before I undertook any 
thing in favour of my friends. The crime of 
the · Chief of the Janiſſaries was his having ſeen 


Achmet, one of the Sultan Muſtapha's brothers, 


in priſon. The Boſtangi Bachi was ſuſpected of 
having facilitated this viſit, and his enemies en- 

deavour d to draw the ſecret from the Aga. 
As he had for ſome time been at variance with 
the Grand Viſir, it was not doubted but that 
this Miniſter wou'd do all he cou'd to ruin 
bim; and what gave me moſt concern was to 
hear that Cheriber and Dely Azet had been 
arreſted, only becauſe they had ſpent at the 
Aea's part of the day which preceded his crime. 
I ſhou'd have run immediately to the Grand 
Viſir, if I had conſulted only my friendſhip for 
Cheriber ; but not hoping for much from a 
vague ſollicitation, I imagin'd that I ſhou'd ſerve 
my friend more effectually by ſeeing the Selic- 
tar firſt, with whom I might concert juſter mea- 


ſures. I went to his houſe, but he was not there; 


and the concern which I faw in the faces 


of | 


Vo. I. 
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|  ſhou'd feel the good effects of it. But 
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conjured him, if they were not guilty of crimes 
of which I thought them incapable, that he 
wou'd have ſome regard to my iatreaties. He 
heard me with a very grave air. Be aſſured, faid 


he, that the Juſtice of the Grand Seignior is not 


blind, but knows how to diſtinguiſh between the 
innocent and the guilty. Apprehend nothing for 
your friends, if they have nothing to reproach them- 
ſelves with. He added, however, that my recom- 
mendation wou'd never be without its weight 
at the Port, and promiſ 


into a laugh, the Selictar, faid he, muſt 1 
think it very powerful, ſince his fears have made 


was, he told me, 


e 
im at my houſc ; but made me promiſe to 
conceal what he told he, and not to put him out. 
af his pain for ſome time. ; 
Notwithſtanding what the Viſir faid, I cou'd 
not believe that the Sclictar was at Oru. Tame 
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from thence that day. What probability was 
there that he ſhou'd be at my houſe without my 
knowledge, and that he ſhou'd have engaged 
my Domeſtics to conceal his arrival from me? 
His paſſion for Theofa was the firſt thought 
which darted into my head. May he not be 
leſs thoughtful of the ſafety of his life, than of 
the ſucceſs of his amour? And if it be true, 
faid I to myſelf, that he has been concealed in 
my houſe ever fince laſt night, is it probable 
that Theofa ſhou'd not be in the ſecret ? The 
Reader may form what idea he pleaſes of my 
ſentiments for her: If he don't think I merit the 
title of a Lover, he may look upon me as her 
Guardian or Monitor; but I can aſſure him that, 
J was greatly alarm'd, and thouglit of nothing 
| but of getting back to Oru. When I came 
there, I aſk'd the firſt Servant I faw, where the 
Selictar was, and how he came to be concealed 
in my houſe without my knowledge. It was 
the Footman whom 1 had order'd to fee Sy- 
neſius to his father's. Tho' I was ſurpriſed to 
find him returned ſo ſoon, yet as it was very 
ble, I took no notice of it; and did not 


aſk him, till he had aſſured me that the Sc 


lictar was not at my houſe, how he had acquit- 
ted himfelf of my orders? He muft certainly 
diſcover ſome confuſion in his anſwer ; but hu- 
ving no reaſon to be ſuſpicious of him, I did 
not obſerve with what air he told me, that ha 
had conducted Syneſius to his father's. I was 
however equally deceived by bis anſwers to botly , 
my queſtions ; with this difference only, that in 
the firſt he was ſincere, and told a lye in the 
ſecond, to conceal a piece of treachery in which 
he was an accomplice. In a word, tho' I was 
perſuaded that the Selictar was not come to 
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my houſe, and that Syneſius had left it, yet 
they were both there, which I did not know for 
ſeveral days. 
Syneſius look'd upon the order of his depar- 
eure as the ſentence of his death. But having 
no method but artifice to avoid obeying it, he 
confider'd that my ſervants did not know my 


- motives, and that he might probably prevail on 


them to conſent to his ſtaying, at leaſt till my 
return, at Oru. 7 rehenſive afterwards 


of my coming back, as it happen'd, when I was 


leaſt expected, he reſolved by a conſiderable pre- 
ſent to bribe the Footman to whom I had com- 
mitted the care of ſeeing him to his father's. 


I know not with what pretences he colour'd his 


opoſals ; but having brought him over to his 
— he 2 — to 2 out with him, and 
they both came back again in a few minutes. Sy- 
„„ the Foot - 
man appear'd in the houſe ſome hours after, as 
though he had executed my commiſſion, and was 
Juſt returned from the City. 


There was a greater variety of incidents in the 


Seliftar's adventure. The reader will remember 
Bema was not fatisfied with her condition ; that 
the look'd upon me as a Foreigner who did not 
ſufficiently value her talents, and whom ſhe ſer- 
ved with regret ; being piqued at my ſeeming to 
t too little a her, — indu — by 
vanity to think that ſhe was not advanced to 


che rank which ſhe merited in my family. The 
Selictar had been very frequent in his viſits at 
Oru, and ſhe had too much penetraticn not to 


diſcover the views which brought him thither. 
Her diſpoſition, which by a long experience of a 
Seraglio was turned to intrigue, was agreeably 
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S her revenge. She got an opportunity of ſpeak> 
ing with the Seliftar ; and making him an offer 


of her ſervices with Thask, went ſo far as to 


perſuade him that his happineſs depended on 
her. The hopes which ſhe had given him greatly 
ſurpaſs'd her own expectations; for as ſhe knew 
on what terms I was with Theofa, ſhe cou'd not 
think that it wou'd be eaſy to obtain favours 


for him which ſhe knew had never been granted 


to me. But it was upon this very knowledge 


that ſhe founded her hopes of feeding the weak 


neſs of a Lover. After ſhe had confirmed him 


in the opinion which he always had of me with 


regard to Theofa, ſhe flatter'd herſelf with know- 
ing enough of the inclinations and complexion of 


eternally deaf to the voice of pleaſure 
the firſt promiſe which ſhe made the Selictar, 


* built upon the hopes of meeting with no 


ition. | 
It is true indeed as ſhe conftantly attended 


| Theofa, and new i wel how fo ame bes 
own ſex; that ſhe was more formidable in this 


enterprize than even the heat of conſtitution, 
upon which the Selictar founded all his hopes. 
But whatever arts ſhe had made uſe of, her 

oject cou'd not be far advanced when the Se- 

ictar was ſo much alarm'd at the diſgrace of 
the Aga of the Janiſſaries. As in his firſt doubts 
he had conſidered whether it would not be his 


| beſt way to collect together what he could of 


his forms and ſeek an aſylum among the Chri- 
ſtians, and as all his fears were not able to abate 


his paſſion, he had been the more urgent with 
| Bema, and would gladly have facrificed all he 


had in the world to have been accompanied by 


Theofa in kis Sight, But r 
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themſelves to be, they retain nothing of it in the 


leaſt diſgrace ; and the motives of pride in moſt | 
men are very weak, when they are reduced to 
erſonal merit. I knew, however, that the Se- 


hb had good qualities enough to make him a 
— ot, a, eſpecially when he attack d a 


"woman who had been educated in the fame coun- 
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haps, a better judgment than I did 
diſpoſitions, I ſecretly deſired, methinks, 
Theofa ſhou'd have conceived for me 
paſſion which I felt for her, or at 

ſhou'd have ſhown me ſome ſigns of it; 


ſhare than any body elſe in her affections: 
withheld by my principles of honour as 
my promiſes, I was unwilling to owe the 
of her heart to artifice; and ſhou'd have 
myſelf happy in ſeeing her meet my wiſhes, and 


long as much as I for what I deſired of her. 


End of the Firſt Volume, 
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